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INTRODUCTORY.

On the eighteenth of July, 1888, the following call ai)])eare(l in Svcnska

Folkets Tidning, a Swedish newspaper published in Minneapolis, Minne-

sota :

MASSMOTE.—Hiiimed inbjudas alia svenskar i och oinkring Miniic

apolis, ^linu., att niota L()rdagen den 21 Jul!, kl. 8 e. m. 1 Sv. Lutlicrska

Augustana kyikans undervaning, hornet af 11 ave. och 7 st. S., for att

vidtaga furheredande matt oeh steg at4; i sammanhang med "Minneapolis

Industrial Exposition" fira den 250:de drsdagen af svenskarnes ankomst
till Anieriku. Carl J. Petri, pastor for Lutherska Augustana furs.; A. J.

Eustam, pastor for Lutherska Bethlehems fcirs.; E. Aug. Skogsbergh,

pastor for Svenska ^lissions fors., Frank Peterson, pastor for Svenska

Baptist fcirs.; Jno. Ternstedt, pastor for Lutherska St. Panli fors.; K. H.

Ehnstrom, pastor for Svenska ]\[ethodist fiirs.; Hans Mattson, statssekre-

terare; M. Lunnow, redaktiir for "Svenska Folkets Tidning"; A. Mcllan-

der, redaktor for "^linneapolis Veckoblad"; X. (). AVerner, kassor f(»r

Swedish American Bank; P. P. Swensou, sheriff for Hennepin county;

Jno. F. Peterson, register of deeds i Hennepin count}'; S. J. Turnblad,

manager for "Svenska Amerikanska Posten"; J. U. Sandberg, lijkare; A.

Holt, advokat.

Minneapolis, Minn., den 11 Juli, 1888.

Pursuant to said call about two hundred Swedes met at the time and

place named. The meeting was presided over by the K'ev. C. J. Petri. It

was resolved that the two hundred and liftieth anniversary of the landing of

the first Swedes in America should be celebrated on some day during the

coming September and that a committee of twenty be appointed by the

chairman to make the necessary arrangements for the same.

The committee so appointed consisted of Hans Mattson, .1. F. Peterson,

P. P. Swenson, Charles Peterson, A. J. Enstani, Magnus Lunnow, ,\. Malm-
sten, J. L. Johnson, P. J. E. Clemeutson, C. J. Johnson, John Ternstedt,

Andrew Holt, S. J. Turnblad, J. W. Andeison. X. O. Werner, N. P. Peter-

son, C. C. Bennett, C. G. Vanstrum, E. A. Skogsbergh and C. J. Petri.

The committee met at the Swedish American Bank on the twenty-sixth of

July and organized by electing Col. Hans Mattson chairman and Kev. C. J.

Petri secretary. It was resolved that the festivities should take place in

the exposition building on Friday, the fourteenth of September, at two

o'clock p. M.
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The following subcommittees were appointed:

ON INVITATIONS AND PEOGRAM.

Hans Mattson, C. J. Petri, E. A. Skogsbergli, John Ternstedt, N. O. Wer-
ner, Magnus Lunnow, A. Malmsten.

ON ADVERTISEMENTS AND PEESS.

Magnus Lunnow, A. J. Enstam, S. J. Turnblad.

ON MUSIC AND SINGING.

C. G. Vanstrum, A. Holt, C. J. Petri.

ON FINANCE.

J. W. Anderson, P. P. Swenson, Ciias. Peterson, C. J. .Johnson, C. G.

Vanstrum.

ON DECORATIONS AND PARADE.

P. J. E. Clementson, C. C. Bennett, J. F. Peterson, J. L. Johnson, P. P.

Swenson, A. Holt, N. P. Peterson.

Two weeks later the following invitation appeared in all the Swedish

newspapers in the United States:

Alia svenskar, svenska fursamliugar och societeter i Minneapolis

och stateu ]\Iinuesota och svenskar pa andra trakter inom Fcirenta Sta-

terna liafva vi harmed aran inbjuda att deltaga i tirandet af den 250:de

arsdagen af svenskarnes aukomst till Amerika. Denna fest firas i Expo-
sitions-byggnaden i Minneapolis, Minn., Fredagen den 14 Sept. kl. 3

e. m. Hogtidligheterna oppnas med en procession, i hvilken alia sven-

skar inbjudas att deltaga. Ett intressant program liar utarbetats. Tal

hallas pa engelska och svenska spraket. Det eugelska talet halles af

f. d. amerikanske ministern herr W.W.Thomas, Jr., fran Portland, Maine,

och det svenska af redaktor J. A. Enauder fran Chicago, 111. De model,

som samlas vid festen genom forsaljningen af for tillfallet forfiirdigade

dekorationsband, etc., tillfalla de brandskadade i Sundsvall, Umea och

Lilla Edet, Sverige.

Minneapolis, Miuu., i Augusti, 1888.

E. Avfj. Skor/tibergh. JSf. 0. Werner. II. Matt.^on. C. J. Petri.

Jnn. Ternstedt. M. Lunnoip. A. Malmxtcn.

Program- och Inbjudningskomite.

A souvenir badge was sold at the Swedish business places in the city and

ilie net proceeds returned to the fund for the relief of the sufferers by the

great fires in Sundsvall, TJnieR and Lilla Edet, Sweden. The badge, which

on the day of celebration was worn on the breast by thousands, consisted of

a blue silk ribbon, 2x6 inches— with the photographic portraits of Gustaf
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Adolph and Axel Oxeiistjerna, the Swedish coat of anus in j;old and the fol-

lowing inscription arranged in beautifnl symmetry: "2o(tth anniversary of

the first Swedish settlement in Ameriea. Sept. 14th, 188^^, Minneapolis,

Minn." The program of the day inchuled a fine parade with bands of mu-
sic and banners, but a heavy rain came early in the day and the parade had

to be abandoned and the people instructed to assemble at the exposition

building at their own convenience, and ihey did so, in such great numbers
that before the hour of commencing the exercises everv^ seat and standing

place in the great auditorium was occupied. Many came from distant towns,

cities and states, a special train brought nearly one thousand from St. Paul

with marshals and IkuuIs of music, tlu' general council of the Lutheran

church, then assembled in Minneapolis, came in a body and occupied seats

on the plattbrm to the right of Capi)a's 7th N. Y. Regt. baud while the

Swedish chorus of one hundred and fifty voices under Prof. Norman occu-

pied the platform on the left. The platforms were decorated with numerous
society banners and the colors of Sweden were seen everywhere. The lofty

pillars reaching to the roof were wrapped in alternate stripes of blue and
yellow, the national colors of Sweden, and side by side and uppermost were

the stars and stripes. A large picture of the "Old Swedish Church " at Wil-

mington, built KiOS, was hung in front of tiie speakers' platform and attract-

ed great attention.

Col. Hans Mattson presided and on his right and left were the speakers of

the day. The government of Sweden was represented by Consul H. Sahl-

gaard— the historical society of Delaware bj^ Maj. Geo. Q. White. Hon. W.
D. Washburn, Hon. F. S. Christen.son (Danish consul). Rev. F. Millspaugh,

S. E. Olson, F. A. Husher, J. A. Blethen, Capt. O. G. I.ange, A. Palmquist,

John Swainson, H. L. Olson Luth Jaeger, A. Ueland, J. G. Elmquist, G. A.

Carlson, A. Anderson, H. Stockenstrom, the members of the general com-

mittee and about fifty other representative men occupied seats on the speak-

ers' platform.

As near as can be estimated there were fully 15,000 people present, and

the interest manifested by that vast audience can best be understood from

the fact that thousands stood immovable upon their feet during the whole

ceremony, which lasted three hours.
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THE CELEBRATION.

On Sept. 14th, 1888, at two o'clock A. m. the exercises were
opened with a musical selection by Cappa's band, at the

close of which Col. Hans Mattson, the presiding officer,

delivered the address of welcome. He spoke as follows:

The discovery of America was the greatest event which
had taken place from the days of Christ till the time it was
made, but the settlement of America by the right kind of

people w^as, in its beneficial effects upon the human race, a

matter of still greater importance. It seems like an order of

divine Providence that this new world was left in its natural

or savage state during all the dark centuries of schooling and
of experiments in Asia, Africa and Europe in order that it

might remain a virgin soil for the higher civilization which
was to follow. To establish this civilization, based upon
true principles of government, required not only wisdom and
strength, but toleration, brotherhood, justice and exalted

virtue. The people chosen for that great work came from

different countries and different conditions of life— the

English Pilgrims to New England, the Dutch, the Swedes,

and the Quakers to the middle country, the English Cavaliers,

the Scotch Highlanders and the French Huguenots to the

South— and in them all, combined and intermingled, were

found the elements of body and of mind, Avhich have given to

the world its best government, its greatest nation and its

highest civilization. Since the English were the largest in
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number their language became the language of all, and for

that reason perhaps history has been partial in favor of

those who first spoke it. Memorials and anniversaries have
often been celebrated over the landing of the Pilgrims and
the valor of the knights— their just praise has been wiitten

and sung a thousand times, so that their honored names have
become ijrecious household words among the generation of

our day, while the others have been often forgotten or ignored.

Fully recognizing the merits of all, we have assembled here

to-day from many parts of the United States to commemorate
a great historical event in celebrating the two hundred and
fiftieth anniversary of the landing of the Swedes on the

Delaware and to do honor to their memory in prayer, song

and speech, and to this intellectual feast I bid you all a hearty

welcome.

Prayer was offered (in the Swedish language) bj' the vener-

able apostle of the Swedish Lutheran church. Prof. T. N.

Hasselquist, D.D., of Rock Island College, after which "Wiirt

Land" wtis sung by the chorus.

Hon. W. "VY. Thomas, Jr., of Maine, late United States

minister to Sweden and Norway, delivered the oration, as fol-

lows :

Two hundred and fifty years ago there came sailing into

Delaware bay a Swedish shipof-war, the Kalmar Ni/ckel, ac-

companied by a smaller vessel, the Fof/el Grip. These two

ships had on board the first Swedish colony of America. It

was in the early spring of the year 1638. For more than six

months these colonists from Old Sweden had been tossed upon

the ocean, and now so delighted were they with this New
World that they called the cape on which they landed, Para-

dise Point. The Swedes acquired, by fair purchase from the

Indians, an ample domain on the west bank of Delaware bay

and river, stretching from Cape Henlopen to the falls near
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Trenton, embracing nearly the whole of the present State of

Delaware, as well as a goodly portion of Pennsylvania, and

extending westward without bound or limit. The colonists

immediately built a fortress, which they loyally named Fort

Christina, after theii" youthful queen; and they called their

youu^ state New Sweden, a name at once commemorative of

the past and auspicious of the future. The Swedes found the

climate pleasant, and the soil fertile. They built new settle-

ments along the Delaware, and they received important ac-

cessions from the mother country. The earth returned to

them its increase in bountiful measure; their flocks and herds

multiplied; they lived in peace and friendship with the red

men, and in every way made a prosperous beginning in co-

lonial life. But a cloud hung over the infant state. The
Dutch at New Netherlands saw with a jealous eye this young

and thriving rival established on their borders, and by many
methods sought to intimidate and drive away the Swedes.

At last, in 1655, the Dutch suddenly appeared in Delaware

bay with a force of six or seven hundred men and seven ships.

Their coming took the Swedes by surprise. The troops of

the enemy outnumbered their own four to one. The Dutch

first took Fort Trinity and then Fort Christina, and with these

fortresses all New Sweden fell under the sway of Holland.

Yet this conquest did the Dutch but little good. Only nine

years later the English captured New Netherlands, and with

it New Sweden; and the central portion of this continent

passed forever under the dominion ofthe English speaking race.

New Sweden as a distinct political organization, under the

Swedish flag, existed but for seventeen years. Yet, brief as was

its life, this little colony occupies a memorable place in Ameri-

can history, and has left a lasting impress upon this conti-

nent. Many of the Swedish colonists continued to live on the

banks of the Delaware, and their descendants have ever been,

and are to-day, among the most influential and honored citi-

zens of the three States of Pennsylvania, Delaware and New
Jersey. The man who as member of the Continental Congress

gave the casting vote of Pennsylvania in favor of the Declara-
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tioii of Independence was a Swede of the old Delaware stock,

John jVIoiton. And when civil war burst upon the land, it

was adescendaut of New Sweden, the gallant (Jen. Robert

Anderson, who with but a handful of men calmly and bravely

met the first shock of the rebellion at Fort Sumpter. Surely

love of freedom and patriotism, and state-craft and valor came
over to America, not only in the Mai/Jioicrr, l)nt also in tliat

Swedish ship the Kalmar Nycliel.

And New Sweden Avill ever be illustrious from the pi-inciples

of true humanity which distinguished its founding. The idea

of New Sweden originated in the mind of GustavusAdolphus,

although it was not until after his death that the plan was
carried out by his great chancellor, Oxenstjerna. It was the

intention of the Swedish King that this colony should be an

asylum for the oppressed of all nations; a free state, where all

should have equal rights, and enjoy to the fullest extent the

fruits of their own labor. Slavery should never exist within

its borders, for, said Gustavus, "Slaves cost a great deal, labor

with reluctance, and soon perish with hard usage." Wise
words these! Had Amei-ica adhered to this enlightened ])olicy

of the founder of New Sweden we would have been spared our

civil war, with all its untold suflering and cost.

Such humane principles were the I'ule of action within this

little state. Not only this, but they Avere conspicuously car-

ried out by the Swedes in their dealings with the Indians, The
land was bought of its original possessors by honorable pur-

chase. Trade l)etween the white man and the red was fair

and square. The Swede always kept his word with the Indian

and never abused nor cheated him. In return the dusky

children of the forest bestowed upon the fair-haired sons of the

Northland their respect and love. They dwelt in peace and

friendship together; and no Indian would ever raise his hand

or his tomahawk against a Swede.

William Penn arrived on this continent in 1082, forty-four

years after the Swedes. He landed near the site of Fort Trin-

ity, within the limits of New Sweden. It was the Swedish

settlers and their children who received the good Quaker,
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welcomed him to the New World, and entertained him with

kindness and hospitality. It was the Swedes also who acted

as Penn's interijreters with the Indians. How conld it be oth-

erwise than so keen an observer as Penn should learn from

his hosts and interpreters their manner of dealing with the

red man, and be impressed with its success. Precisely as the

Swedes had done before him, Penn acquired land of the Indi-

ans by purchase, treated them kindly, and kept faith with

them. Penn had been justly praised for his peaceful and hu-

mane policy toward the red men. I would not pluck a leaf

from the laurels with which America has crowned the great

Quaker. But "honor to whom honor is due." Impartial

history records that the honor of originating this policy on

this continent is due, not to AVillam Penn, but to the Swedes

of New Sweden. Penn, in a letter, mentions his kind recep-

tion by the Swedes and praises their industry and their respect

for authority. He goes on to say: ''As they are a people

proper and strong of body, so they have fine children, and al-

most every house full ; rare to find one of them without three

or four boys, and as many girls ; some six, seven and eight

sons. And I must do them right— I see few young men more

sober and industrious." Verily a keen observer was the good

Quaker ! Strong industrious lads, fine looking girls, and

houses full of children. These we all recognize as charac-

teristic of the Swedish race.

The French have a saying, "It is the first step that costs."

This is true. It is the first step also which is memorable. The

beginnings of things most excite our interest and admiration,

and it is to the founders of empires that history assigns the

first place. New Sweden will ever occupy a post of honor in

the annals of this country, because it was the first step in a

Scandinavian immigration to America which has nowbBCome
alike grand in proportions and beneficent in results.

How much influence Xew Sweden has had upon this immi-

gration it is difficult to say; but surely the foct that there

existed in America a colony of Swedes founded by Sweden's

greatest king, must have had its effect upon Swedish thought
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and action. Yet throughout our entire colonial period and
indeed during the earlier decades of the repul)lic Swedisli

immigration was insignificant. In the ten years from 1820 to

1830, the entire number of alien passengers arriving in the

United States from both Sweden and Norway w;us but ninety-

four, — less than ten persons a year, from both countries.

Since then the number of Scandinavians seeking homes in

America has, with some fluctuations, rapidly increased; but it

was not till 1863— only twenty-five years ago— that the emi-

gration I'rom Sweden began to pour in upon us, with that

mighty tide, which constitutes one of the marvels in the move-
ments of races of men upon this globe.

In the decade beginning with 1863, the number ofSwedesar-

riving in ports of the United States suddenly Increased to

more than 10,000 and then to more than 20,000 a year. In

1880 there came to us in round numb'^rs 40,000 Swedes, in

1881, 50,000, and in 1882 the Swedish immigration culminated

with a grand total of 61,607 souls. Think of it I AVhat a grand

army of labor, more than 60,000 strong, more than a regiment

a week, that in the brief compass of a single year, sailed over

the ocean to our shores, from Old Sweden alone, to help sub-

due our forests, reclaim our wild lands, open our mines, build

our cities and railroads, and in every way develoji the vast

resources of our own broad land.

In 1878 Sweden took her place, as the third power in the

world, in the number of immigrants sent to our republic, and
this position she has maintained up to and including 1886.

For nine successive years, there have arrived among us more
emigrants from Sweden than from France, or Italy, or Aus-

tria, or Kussia or any other realm on earth, save only the Bi'it-

ish Empire and Germany. For the eight years from 1880 to

1887 inclusive, Sweden sent us the magnificent total of 311,-

249 of her stalwart sons and fair daughters—an average of

nearly 40,000 a year. When we reflect that the entire popu-

lation of Old Sweden has at no period reached 5,000,000, the

Swedish exodus to the United States during the hist quarter of

a century becomes phenomenal, even in tlie wonderful history

of American immigration.
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Should this marvelous immigration continue—and all signs

indicate that it will—the day will surely come when the United
States will contain more citizens of Swedish descent than Swe-
den herself; and we will be not only the newer but the greater

Sweden as we have already become the greater England.

What states does this vast stream of Swedish emigrants

enrich with its flood f It is an interesting fact, that, with few
exceptions, as the French in Canada, emigrants from Europe
take up the same relative position in America they occuiiied

on the continent of their birth. In fact there seem to be cer-

tain fixed isothermal lines between whose parallels the emi-

grants from the Old World are guided to their homes in the

New. Thus the Germans from the centre of Europe settle in

Pennsylvania, Ohio, and our other middle states; the French
and Spanish from Southern Europe and the shore of the Med-
iterranean, make their homes in Louisiana, Florida and all

along the Gulf of Mexico; while the Scandinavians from the

wooded North fell the forests,' and build their log cabins

throughout our entire Northern range of states, from Maine
to Oregon.

Here, standing midway the continent is one of this northern

wooded range— the young, great, growing state of Minnesota,

the empire state of the new Northwest. Guided here per-

haps, by the north star in your escutcheon, or by your good

friend Colonel Mattson, and finding a soil, climate and nature

similar to their loved fatherland, the fair-haired, blue-eyed

children of the North, have cast in their lot with you, and

here they have made the desert to "rejoice and blossom as

the rose." Including all persons of Swedish descent, Minne-

sota reckons to-day nearly 200,000 Swedes within her borders,

and as a Scandinavian state she stands easily first in the

Union. Minnesota is in fact if not in name the new Sweden
of to-day, and here, in the midst of this great Swedish ele-

ment of our land, in this magnificent temple dedicated to the

triumphs of industry, on this spot, which though a howling

wilderness for two hundred years after the Swedes first landed

on the banks of the Delaware is now the site of the twin me-
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tropolis of the great Xorthwest teeming with the life and ac-

tivity of nearly half a million souls— here, I say, it is fitting

and proper that we should celebrate, as we do this day, the

quarter-millenial anniversary of the founding of the first new
Sweden in America.

Wherever, in this broad land, the Swedes fix their habita-

tions, whether it be among the forests of Minnesota or Mich-

igan or ou the prairies of Illinois or Iowa; everywhere they

are noted for their honesty and industry, their economy and
thrift. Our Swedish settlers live within their means, buy no
faster than they can pay, and do not run in debt. No other

foreign race learn our language so quickly, or speak it so

correctly aud free from foreign accent, and none, I think, so

speedily embrace our American ideas, and become so thor-

oughly assimilated with us, and so completely Americanized.

Our Swedish fellow citizens do not try to subvert our institu-

tions. There are no Swedish anarchists, or dynamite bomb
throwers. Order-loving, as well as liberty-loving, God fear-

ing and law abiding, the Swede seeks to know the law of

the land, not to break, but to keep it. And when rebellion

threatened the nation's life the Swedes were found fighting

for freedom and union in this land of their adoption; yes,

fighting as gallantly for the starry banner of America as

their ancestors fought for the yellow cross of old Sweden. If

you seek for the Swedes, you will scarcely find them in our

jails or penitentiaries : you will meet them engaged in peace-

ful industrial pursuits, in our workshops and factories, or,

most largely, upon the prairies and in the back woods of the

great West where, by honest toil, they have converted mil-

lions of acres of wild land into fertile farms and happy homes.

The Swede also brings with him, from his old home, the fear

of God, the reverence for the Bible, the respect for s icred

things, aud the strict observance of the Sabbath; and it is my
belief, that no immigrants of to-day, in both faith and works,

so closely resemble the sturdy pilgrim fathers of Xew Eng-

land as the Swedes. I respect and esteem the emigrants that

come to us from all christian nations— from Ireland, from
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England and Scotland, from Germany and Italy and Russia

and France, and those Scandinavians from Norway and Den-

mark who share in common with their cousins, the Swedes,

many of the virtues I have enumerated ; but I know I am
simply repeating the universal verdict of Americans when I

say that no immigrants in this world, make better citizens of

this great republic than the sons and daughters of Sweden.

My friends, no celebration of New Sweden would be com-

plete without at least a brief mention of its illustrious

founder. Undoubtedly the greatest character Sweden has

ever produced Is Gustavus Adolphus. His life and deeds be-

long, not to Sweden alone, but to the world. He stands out

in history the hero of the great war of the seventeenth cen-

tury; that war, which for thirty years, shook the continent of

Europe to its foundations. That war, as you know, was the

gigantic contest between freedom in thought and religion, and

papal and imperial despotism; between the pure teachings of

Luther, and the horrors of the Spanish Inquisition. After

twelve long years of battle, the armies of the emperor under

the great generals, Tilly and Wallenstein, were everywhere

victorious; the protestant princes were beaten, divided, dis-

heartened, and the free cities of Germany lay bleeding at the

feet of the imperial cohorts. Freedom of religion seemed about

to be crushed out of continental Europe. Then what! A little

band of 13,000 Swedes sails from their home in the North-

land across the stoimy Baltic, and lands on the shores of

Germany. But at their head is their golden king, "the lion

of the North," Gustavus Adolphus. ''Oh! ho!" cried the

emperor, Ferdinand, "we have another little enemy come
against us." And his courtiers laughingly replied, "The
Snow-King will melt as he approaches the Southern Sun."

But the great commander was not made of stuff that melts in

the sunshine. "He is one of the seven generals of the world

who have revolutionized the art of war," said Napoleon the

Great. "To pray often, is almost to conquer," said Gustavus

himself His march was a succession of victories. The prot-

estant princes took heart and rallied under his standard

—
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the free cities opened wide their gates to welcome his victori-

ous legions. Conquering and to conquer, he swoops across

Europe from the Baltic to the Danube. He meets and routs

the grandest army of the empire, under the veteran Tilly,

hero of a hundred battle fields, and his victorious march is

stayed only by the eternal hills of Switzerland.

From the Alps to the Polar Sea the power of the great

Swedish king is supreme, No man ever wielded that wide
stretched power before. No man since. But the forces of

the empire and the inquisition rally once more under that

dark and mysterious soldier of fortune, Wallenstein. He en-

trenches on the field of Lutzen. The Swedish army camp be-

fore his entrenchments, and the night before the battle sing the

war psalm their great king himself has composed, commenc-
ing "Fear not little flock." " Put on your armor. Put on

your armor," said his generals on the morning of the battle.

But the king refused. "God is my cuirass," answered this

soldier of the cross; and galloping to the head of his brave

army, himself led the charge and plunged into the hell of

battle. That little army of the Lord swept the field in a

charge irresistible. They drove the routed legions of despot-

ism before them. But, in the very moment of victory, gal-

loping back into their foremost ranks, comes, wildly charg-

ing, the war horse of their hero king, riderless, saddle cov-

ered with blood. The great king was dead! But he died in

victory— a victory that saved freedom of religion for you and
me— for the world, and for all time. Of a truth "The sword

of Gustavus Adolx)hus was mighty as the pen of Luther."

But other great kings adorn the annals of Swedish histor3\

There is Gustavus Vasa, who drove the tyrant Christian from

the throne, freed his country, founded the glorious Vasa line

of kings, and is revered to-day in the Northland, much as

Washington is with us, as "the Father of his Country."

Then there is Charles XII, "the mad man of Europe,"
" Kung Earl, den unge hjelte.'''' King at fifteen, himself places

the crown upon his head, and makes no promises to the es-

tates. At sixteen, the mightiest hunter of his realm, he
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throws away gun, spear aud sword, and armed but with a

€hib, single handed, attacks the northern bear, and slays the

shaggy monarch of the Swedish forests. Four powers join in

war against him, Denmark, Saxony, Poland and Eussia, and

a stripling of 19, he beats them all within a twelve-month.

With an army of but 8,000, half-starved, half-frozen Swedes,

on a chill November morning, he charges upon 40,000 Rus-

sians behind entrenchments at Narva, and puts them to utter

rout ; taking in prisoners alone, more than double his little

army. "A lofty form in mantle blue." I seem to see him
now, as at Bender, single handed and alone, with sabre drawn,

he defied the whole Turkish army. Oh ! how like the play of

Northern lights over a snowfield, flashes the good sword

of Charles XII, across the page of history :

" I med- och motgang lika,

Sin lyckas ofveriuan,

Han kunde icke vika,

Blott falla kunde ban."

"When w^e read of the mighty deeds of the Swedes, it is diffi-

cult to believe that they have been performed by a nation

numerically so small. Sweden to-day contains less than

5,000,000 inhabitants. At the height of its grandeur, under

Gustavus Adolphus and his generals, when it was one of the

great powers of the world, Sweden wdth all its conquered

provinces, Finland included, only numbered two millions and a

half With truth can it be said, that, in comparison to their

numbers, the Swedes have made grander campaigns, fought

more battles aud gained more victories, than any other nation

on the globe.

But Sweden has other great names besides her kings and

her warriors. Berzelius, "who elevated chemistry from a

black art to an exact science." Linnaeus, king of botanists,

the greatest naturalist of his age, whose fame is bounded but

by the civilized world. Swedeuborg, the inspired seer of

modern times, to whose mystic teachings, we to day in

America build temples. In prose literature Fredrika Bremer
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and Victor Rydborg. In poetry Tegiier, Kmu^bcrg and T'x'll-

nian. In both Topelius. And need I speak of where Swcih'ii

stands in music and song, when many of yon, my friends,

have been enraptured with the singing of Christina' Nilssoii,

or perhaps list«nied to the Swedish nightingale lierself—Jenny
Lind?

But we wonder not at the grand achievements of th<'

Swedes when we remember from what slock thej'^ are spiung.

Throughout all ages, Scandinavia has been the home of a

race of heroes. A thousand years ago there sailed out of the

€reeks and fjords of Scandinavia a fleet of Viking ships,

manned with the bravest sailors the world had ever seen.

How suddenly and terribly those Northmen— Swedes, Nor-

wegians and Danes — burst upon civilized Europe in the mid-

dle ages. They conquered every foe they met, they subdued
every province they set foot upon. They swept the seas.

No ship could withstand the wild fury of their attack. They
conquered Normandy, they overran England, Ireland and
Scotland; they fought and routed the Moors in Spain; they

sailed past the "Pillars of Hercules"; they harried the whole

coast of the Mediterranean, and their victorious forays stop-

ped only at the gates of the holy city — Jerusalem. They
fought, in very truth, for "victory or death" and they cared

Utile which, for victory brought them the joys of conquest,

death, the joys of Walhalla.

The civilized world stood aghast at the wild attacks of these

sea kings of the North, and the churches throughout Christ-

endom incorporated into their liturgies, the pious prayer :

"A furore Xnrraanorum

Libera nos, Doniine."

But these gallant sailors of the far Northland, did more
than conquer and destroy. They sailed boldly out ui)on-

the broad Atlantic. With no comi:)ass, with not even a tradi-

tion to direct them, but guided by the stars in their courses

they crossed the vast ocean; their storm-tossed ships first

sailed our western seas; their feet, first of white men, trod
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the shores of America, And all this five huutlred years be-

fore Columbus discovered the islands on our southern coast.

And there are greater obligations of a later date, which
place America under a debt of gratitude to the iN'orthland.

When our forefathers rose in arms to throw off the yoke of

Great Britain ; in that long struggle of the revolution, that

time that tried men's souls, let not America forget that next

after our ally, Franc^ it was the gallant little kingdom of

Sweden, that, first among the nations of the world, recog-

nized our new-born republic, made with us a treaty of friend-

ship, and welcomed us into the great sisterhood of nations.

We, of this generation, can never forget the incidents of

the great American rebellion, that titanic contest that for

four years raged over this continent. We can never for-

get our bright days of victory, we can never forget our

dark and gloomy days of defeat and disaster, when every-

thing that was dear and sacred to us as a nation seemed
trembling in the balance. Shall we ever forget one memora-
ble morning when the rebel ram, Merrimac, steamed out of

Norfolk harbor, and with her prow of iron came down upon
our '^wooden walls" of defense, lying at anchor at Hampton
Eoads. How cruelly that monster iron clad gored one after

the other of our brave ships to the death, while the shot from

our cannon rattled off her coat of mail harmless as hail stone*.

How bravely went down the good ship Cumberland with the

stars and stripes still floating from her mast head, and with

three hundred immortals on board who fired the last broad-

side as the waters of the ocean poured into the muzzles of

their guns. Then all was terror and consternation. Tele-

grams were sent from headquarters to New York, Boston and
Portland, to all our maritime cities: "The Merrimac has es-

caped. She has broken the blockade. She has sunk the

bravest ships of our navy. We have nothing that can cope

with her. Take care of yourselves, we can not protect you."

I recollect well how the news was received in Portland.

How our citizens consulted together. How it was proi)Osed

to construct rafts of long lumber, and chain them across the
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entrance of our harbor, to save, if possible our beautiful city

by the sea from the shot and shell of this rebel monster. For
a few short hours, that rebel ram was " Mistress of the Seas."

Then what! A little nondescript craft comes steaming in

from the ocean, "AYankee cheese-box on a raft" it was called

in derision. But she steams straight for the Merrimac, the

big turret, 'the cheese-box,' begins to revolve, the big guns
are run out, and the big cannon-balls are hurled, one after

the other, with crushing effect against the mailed armor of the

confederate cruiser. The contest was long; the fight was
hard; but at its close this rebel ruler of the waves, crippled,

disabled and defeated, was glad to crawl out of the fight, to

roam the seas no more.

Xow, my friends all this is as familiar to you as household

words; but let us not forget that the inventive genius who
planned and built and gave us the " Monitor " that apparent-

ly insignificant means of defence, which in that hour, under

God, was the salvation of our navy, our blockade, and our

prestige on the seas, let us not forget, I say, that he, the in-

ventor of the Monitor was no American born, but the Swede,

John Ericsson, the son of a Swedish miner, born and bred in

a miner's hut in the backwoods of old Sweden.

We Americans welcome all christian people to the magnifi-

cent battle of life on this vast new continent, where, with

equal rights for all, honest labor meets with its surest and best

rewards. We welcome all to share in our goodly heritage

where, as a Maine poet has said, they may have

"Equal voice in makiug laws,

Equal peers to try each cause,

Peasants' homestead mean and small,

Sacred as the monarch's hall."

Yet, let us never forget that there is no people to whom we
owe a warmer welcome than to that gallant race of the far

Northland, whose first permanent settlement on our shores, a

quarter of a thousand years ago, is to-day commemorated and

honored.
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The "Star Spangled Banner"' was sung by the chorus

—

after which Hon. J. A. Euander, of Illinois, delivered the

historical address. He said :

Svensk-amerikaner!

Den forsia tanken pa grundHJide af en svensk koloni i

Amenka viicktes af var store konung Giistaf II Adolf redan

innan lian dragit sitt Ijiingande svard tiJl den fortryckta prote-

stantiska kristenheteus fursvar ocli borjat liira i segrargranade

anf5rare for samvetstvangets och fortryckets valdiga harar en

konst, som de hittills icke liiit, konsten att—fly.

Da Tart gamla fosterlandsstorniaktstid efter segerrikkamp

mot Ryssland, Polen och Danmark grytt, vackte en framsta-

ende lioUandare Wilhehn Us-^elinx iufor konungen forslag att

Sverige horde iifven pa verldshafven upptriida sasom stormakt,

sasora Spanieus och Hollands medtaflaie, handelsforbindel^er

med afljigsna lander borde knytas och fiia svenska kolonier i

frammande verldsdelar grundas. Detta allt skulle bidraga till

"att utbreJa kristendomen (ill hedningarne, utvidga rikets

granser, rikta skattkammaren, liitta folk^^ts tnnga bordor och

skanka svenskarne alia verldshandelns fSrdelnr".

Forslaget vann konungens bifall och Usselinx fick 1624 af

konungen fullniakt att bilda det s. k. Sodersjokompaniet, hvars

privilegier utfiirdades den 14 Juni 1626. Detta bolags hufvud-

sate skulle blifva Goteborg, och utiandingar skulle ega samma
rattigheler som svenska undersater att i bolaget och dess sty •

relse inga i den man de med penningar bidrogo till detsamma.

Men Svevige var ett fattigt, af lanf^variga krig utarmadt

land. Tillrackliga medel for bolaget och dess nodiiza handels-

flotta kunde, trots konungens uppmaningar, icke anskaffas.

Till och med konungen ^jelf, som pa fosterlandets altare offrat

sin t-ista penning, sitt sista bordsilfver, formadde icke giild-a sin

utlofvade andel, de olika standen formadde det lika litet for sin

del. Forst da det blef fraga om uppoffring under krig forsam-

vetsfrihet och fortryckta trosbrilders riittigheter, forst da blef

det omojliga for svensken mojligt, forst da bar han jiittebordor

utan att svigta och utan att klaga, men hiirtill kunde icke ett

handels- och sjofartsbolag forma honom, iifven om en konung

sadan som Gustaf II Adolf stod i spetsen fOr detsamma. Fo-



FIRST SWEDISH SETTLEMENT. 19

respeglingar oni vinst uf Amerikas guld och Tndiens skatter

klingade for dofva oron, da det giilde vinnande aftros- och sam-

vet.sfrihetens rena gald och vSriiande af den medborgerliga fri-

hetens rika skatt at eii hel pvotestantisk verld.

Konimgen ofvergaf dock aldrig sin iilsklingsplan att a Ame-
rikas jord grunda en svensk koloni, i mycket olik de engelska

kolonierna derstades, inom hvilka den religiOsa ofordragsam-

heten ofta sviingde sitt gissel, slaf-hopars suckar Ijodo och blods-

rOsterskriade mot hojdenfranaskanefterur-innevanarnesbyar.

Den slaffria svenska kolonien, tillflyktsorten fran den prote-

stantiska kristenhetens fOrtryckte af alia folk och tungomal,

hagrade for den fjerrokadande hjeltens och statsmannens blick

som "en skon juvel i hans kungakrona." Den hligringen fuljde

honom under hans lysande segertag ofver Tysklands slatter

anda till dess han foil midt i sin vunna drabbning och med sitt

hjerteblod beseglade sitt lifs verk den 6 Nov. 1632.

Efter konungens dod forscikte rikskansleren Axel Oxen-
stjerna — en af verldshistoriens storste statsman — att genom
den outtruttlige Usselinx inleda Tyskland i foretaget. Delta

misslyckades emellertid. Det svara nederlag som protestan-

terna i Tyskland ledo i slaget vid NOrdliugen 1634, fcirlamade

all verksamhet, och de motgangar, hvilka drabbat Soderjdobo-

laget, som nu var med stadernas skeppsbolag forenadt, i det

att nio af dess pa handelsfarder utsanda fartyg tagits i beslag i

Spauien och Holland, voro icke heller egnade att oka intres-

set hos tyskarne f'dr det vagsamma fOretaget.

Deremot lyckades Axel Oxenstjerna att f5r detsanima in-

tressera tre formijgna holliindare: Sanmel Blonimaert, Peter

Spiring och Peter Minuit, hvilken senare varit guvernOr i hol-

landarnesamerikanskabesittning Nya Amsterdam (New York)

under aren 1624—1632. Desse tre hollSndare uppgjorde ar

1636 att i nuvarande Delaware grunda den lange patiinkta

svenska kolonien Nya Sverige. Hollandarne skulle bestrida

den ena halften af kostnaden, den andra halften skulle bestri-

das af "de tre Oxenstjernorna i den svenska regeringen och af

Klas Flemming."

I Februari 1637 kom Minuit, som blifvit utsedd till den

ii^rsta expeditionens anforare, till Sverige. Han upplyste. att
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hollanderna viseerligen under olika tider grundat tre nybyggen
a det omrade, hvarest han amnade grunda den svenska kolo-

nien, men att af dessa intet egt be^tand samt att holliindarne

icke egde berattigade ansprak pa Jandet. Bade hollandarne

ocli engelsmannen pastodo emellertid att landet hSrde dem till,

och tvistade om eganderatten till detsamma. De engelska an-

spraken hade likviil blifvit af Karl I till svenska regeringen 5f

verlatna redan 1634.

Af riksamiralitetet i Stockholm utru=tades nu tva af So-

devsjokompaniets fartyg "Kalmar Nyckel' och "Fogel Grip,"

eller korteligen "Gripen," for den patankta Amerikafarden.

Fartygen afseglade till Goteborg i Augusti 1637, togo bar om-

bord de forsta svenska utvandrarne till Amerika samt afseg-

lade med gynsam vind mot det aflagsna nialet. Men knapt

bade de kommitutpa Nordsjbn, fOrr an de mottes af en rasande

storm, f5r hvilken mindie modige man an svenskarne skulle

bleknat och mindre sjodugliga skepp an Kalmar Nyckel och

Gripen gatt i qvaf. Seglen slitas i trasor, stanger och rar

springa, och man vantar hvarje ogonblick att masterna skola

ga ofverbord. Dock ingen fruktan, ingen tvekan bos de med
doden och farorna fOrtrogna, hvilka sta dag och natt pa kom-

mandobryggan, vid rodret och vid de gnisslande pumparne

anda till dess att den bollandska hamn, hvarest fartygen skola

intaga kopmansvaror och nya fOrrad af lifsmedel, skonjes ge-

nom den pa stormens vingar flygande snon. Sedan fartygen

anlupit denna hamn och reparerat de under stormen erhallna

skadorna, styra de ater ut pa det brusande verldshafvet, under

det att en julpsalm, ackompagnerad af vindens tjut i tackel och

tag, uppstiimmes af utvandrarne liksom fordom under julafto-

nen i deras fattiga men lugna hem vid de skogsomgjordade sjo-

arne i Norden. Allt svagare och svagare Ijuder denna sang

mot stranden, allt otydligare afteckna sig segelmassorna mot

den graa bakgrunden och forsvinna slutligen bakom horisonten

just da julljusen borja i aftonens dunkel tandas i de hollSndska

hemmen och himlahvalfvets stjernor bOrja strala med okad

glans ned pa seglarnes sparlbsa stig.
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Manader fly sakta och obemarkt hSn. Vi iiro i niedlet af

Mars 1638. En clisig aftoudimma breder sig ofver den skona

Delaware flodens morka vatten och ofper den laglandta stran-

den, hvilken den tidiga varen redan borjat svepa i sin grona

sl<3ja, prvdd nied mangfiirgude blomster, hvilka ingen Linne

annu kallat vid namn. Lutad mot sin lans star en reslig indi-

anyngling pa ett i flodenutskjutande nSs och betraktar tank-

full den skOna tafla, som ligger liingre upp mot h(")glandet i af-

tonrodnadens be]ysning framfSr bans blickar. Pbltsligt sprit-

ter ban till. Hans skarpa Ora bar uppfingat nagot ovanligt

Ijud fran floden och ban haller handen ofver Ogonbrynen for

att, om mojligt, med den skarpa falkblicken genonitriinga dim-

man. Sa star ban ororlig sasom en bildstod i brons minnt ef-

ter minut, till dess ban iettna stbrtar sasom traffad af blixten

ned i det mansbSga grSset. Kort derefter visa sig konturerna

af tviinne fartyg pa floden, de niirma sig, de liigga till nJira

stranden, ankar kastas och en mangd vJipnade ocb obeviipnade

man stiga i land.

Vi marka snart, att dessa framlingar aro de svensl< ar, bvilka

hosten forut leranade Goteborg f5r att i Amerika soka sig ett

nytt bem. Det ar en karnfriskstam: arbetsdugliga, idoga, sjelf-

standiga, kraftfulla b5nder ocb handtverkare samt nagra solda-

ter, bvilka kampat mer an en kamp under "guldkonungens"

Horns och Baners segerrika fanor. Kring en raOrkblA i mar-

ken planterad fana med ett gyllende kors samla sig alia, falla

bar pa kna och tacka Gud i en brinnande bon fiir t^in lyckliga

fard ofver det stormiga bafvet. Derefter uppstammade strids-

och segersangen:

"V;ir Giul iir oss var fasta borir

Ell) skold, Ptt i^vilrd hojirufvadt.

Hail fnilsat ur den nod och sorg

• Oss drabhat ocli hedrofvat."

Underbar Ijuder denna sang i indianynglingens oron. Fram-

lingarnes lugna ocb vardiga upptradande, sjelfva den arligbet

ocb trofastbet som star att lasa i de aldres ocb yngres blickar

ocb anletsdrag, gor pa honom intryck ocb ban kommer snia-



22 250th anniversary

ningom till den slutsatsen, att dessa framlingar, hvilka samlat

sig a naset, som af dem kallas Paradisudden (vid n. v. Mispil-

lion creek) maste vara ett annat slags folk an de "blekansig-

ten, " med hvilka indianerna hittills kommit i beroring och

hvilkas nybyggen blifvit af dem lagda i aska. Ljudlost glider

lian sasom en orni genom det langa graset bort till smaskogen,

reser sig npp, kastar annu enblick pa den vaekra gruppen ana-

set samt fbrsvinner i qviillens skymning.

Svenskarnegingoemellertid ater om bord pa sina fartyg och

styrde sakta uppfor floden. Den 29 Mars ankommo de till en

af Delawareflodens bifloder Minquas kil, nuvarande Christiana

Creek. Har kastade de ater nnkar och stego i land, hvarvid

Minqnessa indianernas magtige liofdingMitatsimint, hvilken

blifvit af den omnamnde indianspejaren uuderrattad om de egen-

domliga "blekansigtenas" ankomst, motte dem med frtdstec-

ken ochinbjod dem till radselden, sedan Minuit, som var india-

nernas sprak magtig, fSrklarat, att "franilingarne fran Snolan-

detkommo i fredlig afsigt," ''utan svek och argan list."

Ute i en lund af sekelgamla trad icke langtifran floden bolls

nuaen Oppen plats det fOr^ta stora mStet mellan landets ur in-

nevanare och vara nykomne landsman. Detta mote hade varit

vardisrt den yppersta malares pensel. Man sag har den majesta-

tiske pa segrar rike Mitatsimint med de mangfargade ornfjS-

drarne i sina Jinnu svarta lockar, ISgre hofdingar och krigare

med bagar och bjert fargade pilkoger, tomahaAvks och skalper;

medicinman i fantastiska driigter och langre bort grupper af

qvinnor och barn. A den andra si(ian sag man den flegmati-

ske, lugne och sprakkunnige Minuit, kladd i hollandsk dragt,

den kraftfuUe ynglingen Henrik Huyghen biirande i sinahan

der den svenska fanan, vid hans sida den axelbrede. tappre lOjt-

nant Mans Kling, hvilken var lika skicklig i konsten att upp-

niata och kartlagga en landstracka som i konsten att utsticka

ett lager. Denne krutsprangde krigare stod bar tyst stodd pa

sin vSldiga kliiiga, ett arf fran forfader, hvilka kampat under

Engelbrekt, Sturarne och Grustaf Vasa. Hans elghudskyller bar

framtill spar efter nappatag med Tillys kroater under slagetpa

"Leipzigs sJatt" och haiiS blanka stormhatt hade fatt mer an

ett valdigt svardshugg under stormningen af Wyrtzburgs vallar.
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I en halfkrets pa bada sidor oin Kling stodo yngre, med deuti-

dens niuskoter bevapnade soldater, hogresta, kraftiga bonder

och arbetare fran WestergOtland, Smiiland, Verniland och an-

dra landskap i Sverige; sanit yngre och iildre svonska qvinnor i

vackra hemviifda hOgtidsdragter, prydda med silfverspiinnen

och broscher.

Sedan skSnker af sreuskarne utdelats till indianerna sa fri-

kostigt att de senare, trots sin sjelfbeher«kning, icke kunde

dolja sin forvaning, franistalde Minuit fraga om indianerna

skuUe vilja till Sveriges stormiiktiga drottning Kristina fOrsiilja

den landstrScka, som lag pa vestra sidan om elfven. Hiirtill

visade sig indianhofdingarne ingalunda obeniigna. Mitatsimint

forklarade sig vara villig att siilja allt land, som lag mellan

Minquas kil, hvarest motet hulls, och Bomtiens udde (n. v.

Bombay Hook) i soder. Andra narvarande hofdingar sade sig

varavilliga att siiljalandet norr ut till Schaylkil (vid n. v. Phi-

ladelphia). Da priset uppgafs,tillkannagafvo svenskarne att de

voro beredda att betala for landet icke blott allt hvad indianerna

fordrade, utan mer dertill, hvilket tillkannagifvande okade in-

dianernas forvaning, ty med dylika affSrsnian hade dc aldrig

fornt sammantriiffat. Ordentliga kupebref utfiirdades nu pa

hollandska spraket, kbpebref, hvilka indianerna undertecknade

med sina bora Srken, svenskarne med sina nam n. Derefter af-

slutades motet och gvenskarne och indianerna skildes sasona

goda vSnner. Ett vanskapsband var mellan dem knutet, som

aldrig skulle genom svek och bedrSgeri slitas; vag var bruten

och foredome gifvet for Wilhelm Penn och bans qvSkare i en

kommande tid.

Sedan landet, som skulle blifva "Sveriges krona i everld-

ligatidertillhorigt",betalts med varor, kartlades det af lojtnant

Kling, som i granslinien nedslog palar forsedda med den sven-

ska drottningens namnchiffer. Samtidigt harmed borjade Mi-

nuit upplora a norra stranden af Minquas kil, a det stsUe hvar-

est staden Wilmington nu ligger, en skans, som efter Sveriges

drottning kallades Kristina.

Detta fortornade pa det hogsta holiiindarne i Nya Amsterdam

(New York), hvilka gjorde ansprak pa landet. Det drojde icke

lange foran svenskarne hade nojet mottaga en Ijungande jjrutest
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fran ingen mindre personlighet an WilhelmKeift, som i skrifvel-

senkallar sig generaldirekt5r afNya Nederlanderna, boende pa

onManhattan uti fasiningenAmsterdam,under det guvernement,

som lyder till de hogmagtigegeneralstaternaaf deForenadeNe-
derlanderna ocli det uti radskammaren i Amsterdam privilegi-

erade Westindiska kompaniet. Men svenskarne lato icke

skramma sig hvarken af den langa titeln eller af protestens ho-

telser: arbetet pa skansen fortsattes, kanoner fordes fran farty-

gen upp pa vallnrne och en garnison af anda till 24 man inla-

des i det nya fastet Styrkan var visserligen obetydlig, men
det svenska namnet var mer an en hel bar. Den flagga, hvil-

ken svajade ofver den laga oansenliga skansen, fladdradenastan

samtidigt segerkrQnt pa Wittstocks och Chemniz'slagfaltsamt

utanfSr Prags portar. Den flaggan vagade hvarken holliindare

eller engelsman angripa.

Det lyckades (fe nykomne svenskarne att smaningom sla

under sig en icke obetydlig del af indianhandeln. I kolonien

radde rastlos verksamhet: bus timrades, fran hvilka spinnroc-

kens surr och vSf-bommens slag snart hordes, jord odlades, sSd

saddes och tobak planterades. Pa tobaksodlingen fSste man
stora forhoppningar att den skulle i fraratiden blifva en af ko-

loniens fornSmsta inkomstkSillor, pelshandeln en annan och

handeln pa Westindien en tredje, Sedan Minuit pa basta satt

utfort sitt atagna uppdrag, atervSnde han sannolikt i Juni till

Sverige med Kalmar Nyckel, men han kom icke langre an till

den vestindiska on St. KristofFer, bvarest han drunknade om
bord pa ett hollandskt fartyg. Kalmar Nyckel kom i Novem-

ber till Holland och i Juni pafoljande ar till Goteborg. Fagel

Grip afgjck ocksa fran Nya Sverige till moderlandet och an-

landediti Maj 1639.

Med denna nu skildrade forsta expeditionen fran Sverige

till Amerika for 250 ar sedan var den svenska invandringen

pab5rjad. Denna invandring bar sedan dess aldrig fullkom-

ligt uppbort. Den bar under vissa tider varit liten och obe-

tydlig, det ar sant, men den bar ocksa under andra tider, isyn-

nerhet under de senare firtiondena, stigit sjisom Nilfloden of-

ver sina briiddar och sasom Nileil bragt valsignelse till landet,

fSrvandlat oknen till lustgard ocb vildmarken till akerfallt med
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gyllene skordar. Var nutionalitct iir fi Amerikiis j<jrd nJii'tan

jirsbarnmed den anglo-amerikanska och vart svenska sprak Ijod

hSr i landet redan 138 ar innan FUrenta Staterna iinnu funnos

till sasom sjelfstiindig t^tat samt htir sedan def=s aldrig dutt ut.

Hade den svensk-finska invandringen under 1700 talet va-

rit om ock endast under ett i»ar mansaldrar lika stor soni den iir

i var tid, niycket hade da varit annurlunda li.'ir i landet iinhvad

det nu Jir. Nu var utvandringen fran Sverige deremot obetyd-

lig under ifragavarande tid, oaktadt allinogens st.'illning var i

manga afseenden siimre Sn i var tid. En resa till Amerika var

ett af faror uppfyldt "vagspel." Om den fullbordades pii 6ma-
nader, ansags den hafva varit "sniill nog." Blef ett fartygnod-

gadt att s5ka hamn vid nagon af Vestindiens af spaniorer och

fransraiin bebodda 5ar, blef det ofta ett byte for de lagl5se herr-

skarne derstiides eller utplundrades, innan det nadde hamn, af

de djerfva sjorOfvare, hvilka svarmade omkring i dessa farvat-

ten. Allt detta afskriickte fran utvandring. Dessutom var

Sveriges folkmSngd icke fjerdedelen sa stor som nu. Under
den tid, da vara segerrika fanor fladdrade fran Ladoga och Pei-

pus, utmed Alpernas fot och Karpaternas, fran strSnderna af

Rhen till Weichsels och Dnjepers, egde Sverige med alia dess

bilander endast 1^ million innebyggare. Utvandringen kunde

derfOre icke vara synnerligt stor, heist som hJirenhvarjeardrog

till sig omkring 4,000 af landets kraftigaste s5ner. Genom v-irf-

ningar och utskrifningar stego de hJirar, hvilka i slulet af 30-

ariga krigetkampade under svenska fanor och svenske anfc)rare,

anda till 100,000 man, motsvarande f(5r en folkmiingd sa stor

Forenta Staternas en bar af 4 millioner.

Till fsljd af svenskarnes ringa antal i kolonien Nya Sve-

rige erofrades densamma, sasom bekant iir, 1655 och Ofverlem-

nades slutligen till engelsmiinnen 1664, men utan inflytande

pa vart adopterade fosterlands utveckling blef dock icke den

svenska invandringen. Det rSttradiga, laglydiga, idoga, fri-

hets- och fosterlandsjilskandefolket bar lemnat spar efter sig,

som tiden aldrig skall utplana, minnet aldrig ghhnma.

Det var ett gudfruktigt folk. Kristeadomen var far dem

enlifssak,ingenbisak. Biblen, Svedbergs psalinbok och Luthers

lilla katekes voro det fcirradshus, ur hvilket de i henimen hem-
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tade sin andliga naring. Redan med den andra expeditionen

fran Sverige 1640 ankoni fran Sverige till dem en egen larare

Revrus Torkillus fran Ostergotland. En annan, Jolian Campa-
nius, ankom tre ar derefter. Under en tid, da den protestanti-

ska kyrkan hade nastan forgatit sin missionskallelse, bragte

denne ISrare evangelii Ijus till de narboende indianstammarne

och ofversatte till deras tungoinal Lutliers lilla katekes, livilken

Gfversattning tiyektes i Stockholm pa Karl XI :s befallning

sanit spreds sedermera till nastan hvarje wigwam a Delaware-

flodens striinder. Nybyggarne saknade skolor, men hvarje hus-

fader och husmoder var larare och lararinna och hvarje hem
var en skola. Ofta ledo de brist pa prester och andaktsbScker,

men det kristliga lifvet och det kyrkliga sinnet dog dock icke

ut bland desse enkle, trofaste odalmiin, det brann endast med
nagot svagare laga, hvilken flammade upp med sin forna vSrme
och glans strax koloniens f5rsamlingar hade gladjen att fran

Sverige mottaga gudfruktiga, begafvade och nitalskande kyr-

koherdar, till hvilka ahorarne kunde hysa obetingadt barnsligt

fSrtroende i andliga angelagenheter. Oaktadt invandringen

fran Sverige var under manga ar obetydlig, snart sagdt ingen,

och oaktadt kolonisterna voro omgifnaaf engelsk-talandenatio-

nalitet, efter landets sista "erofring, " sa upprattholls likvSl

svensk gudstjenst i deras fQrsamlingar i 191 ar eller fran 1640

till 1831, da deras siste svenske larare Nicolaus Collin afled i

«n alder af 87 ar.

De svenske kolonisterna voro ett frihetsalskande folk. Man
hehofver endast genomlasa den svenska regeringens ar 1642 for

koloniens forste gavei-nor utfardade instruktioner, hvilka skola

landa den svenska regeringen till ara, sa lange historien faller

ovaldig dom, och man skall snart lara sig inse att svenskarne i

nppfattningen af mer an en vigtig fraga stodo langt framfOr sin

tid. "Fritt arbete, ingen slaf" var en afde grundsatser, pa hvilka

den svenska kolonien i Amerika hvilade, en grundsats, som

fSrst i vara dagar blifvit inskrifven i det adopterade fosterlan-

dets grundlag och folkraedvetande, men forst efter ett blodigt

krig och oerhOrda uppoifringar. "Fritt land, ingen afhangig-

bet," var ocksa den tanke, som besjalade den adle svensk-ame-

rikanen Johan Morton, da han med sin afgorande rost stalde
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Pennsylvanien i de fria koloniernas led och nied sitt nainii lui-

derskref detta lands sjelfstiindighetsfOrklaring 1776.

Den svenske kolonisten var "en man f()r sig." Tilltr;inglig,

oppen, giistvfinlig som han var, sa lag det dock pa botton at

hans karakter en sjelfstiindighetsanda, som icke gerna furdrog

beroende af andra, allra minst fortryck af fn'immande lierakare.

"Han visste med sig," sliger en anglo-amerikansk forfatlare,

"att han tillhOrde en stormagt och att det liofdcs honom att

herska." Fiiljaktligeu fordrog han aldrig kryperi och fjesk

for dem, hvilka tillhorde annat folk, egde anuan sed, och an-

nat sprak och annan tro.

"Osnialvlijit var oj an hvad heist som nanindes svcnskt.

Hans sinne som liaus driisrt var varmt och fostcrh'indslvt.

Nojd med livad jorden hjod och skoir ocli holja j>af,

Han sokte insjens skydd ocli liadc inijen slaf."

iLhuru de svenska kolonisterna i Nya Sverige vis^^t icke

voro nagra fslfria helgon, lika litet som svensk-amerikanerna i

vara dagar Jiro det, sa egde de likviil fortjenster, hvilka tillfor-

sakratdemettframstaeude ocliaktadt rum i detta lands hiitder.

De voro i jemforelse med oss endast en handful! folk, men de

voro en enig nationalitet. Den kungliga svenska afundsjukan

och den bittra denioniska parLiandan i konservativa och libe-

ralafSrger sog icke sasoni en blodigel detta folks li'skrat't, must

och marg. Hvad som kunde liinda hela folket till gagn samt

till ara och anseende bland andra nationaliteter, det var hela

folkets angelagenhet, for hvilken a'la hjertan klapi):ule, alia

bander verkade.

"Pa l)erl,^ a sliitt, i dal, i skojr

Ett enda sinn<' nidde,

I svensko ni;in ha, iiii i daji',

\'i (|var (h'tsainnia sinnclag?"

Ar det minne, som vi i aflon lira, for oss en ur seklernas

graf frammanad valnad, hvilken anklagande pekar pa en guds-

fruktan, som iir pa mer iin ettstiille ett sken ulan kraft i lifvet

och i doden, pa en nationalkansla, som ar niistan qviifd under

partiandans iskalla famntag, och pa en sjeltstJindighetskiinsla

alltid fiirdigatt bortbyta fiidernearft rent guld tVir hvilka lumpna
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glasperlor som heist, endast desamma bara frammande fabriks-

starapel? Eller Sr detta minne en i Ijusets, framatskridandets

och frihetens skara skrud kliidd genius med en tafla nastan fall-

ristad af svensk-amerikanska segrar, vunna icke blott i fornti-

den utan iifven och isynnerhet i var tid ? Jag alskar att tro det

senare, ty ar icke detta land en sadan tafla, a hvilken vi med
"tanke, svard och plog" tecknat bragder, for hvilka vi icke be-

hOfva blygas a vara faders minnesdag. Det Sr sant hvad den

foregaende talaren yttrat om den valdige kampen utan svard

och skold, hvilken sSnde under republikens profningsar sitt

snilleverk— den f5rste monitoren — sasom en rJiddande engel

Ofver vagen, det Sr lika sant hvad han yttrat, att denne var arade

landsman aldrig sag en af sitt fosterlands soner i landsforrSda-

res eller anarkisters leder, men val tusenden, hvilka kampade,

blodde och dogo hjeltedoden under stjernbaneret,omkring hvil-

ket vi alia slutit oss som en trogen riddarvakt. Sasom banbry-

tare och saningsman for framtidens skQrdar taga vi fram fran

haf till haf utan mycket buller och bang, men "hvad som sker

stort, sker tyst." Var gudsfruktan, der den Sr sann, var frihets-

och fosterlandskarlek der den ar varm, var nationalkansla, der

den ar lefvande, skola bara — sa ar vart hopp — rika skOrdar

det alskade, adopterade fosterlandet till batnad och gagn. Fram-
deles sasom hittills vilja vi uppfylla var pligt sasom det hOfves

amerikanska medborgare, men ocksa krafva sasom sadana var

ratt till den yttersta skarfven, hafdande a alia omraden det

svensk-amerikanska namnets ara och anseende, till dess att

detta namn blifver fran haf till haf ett hedersnamn, som i sig

innefattar allt som ar stort, adelt, ratt och sant.

The following "Ode" for the day, by Hon. H. Stockenstrom,

was sung by the whole audience, standing:

Kung Gustafs folk! I dag

Frun broder liyllning tag

Ocli hor vart roii

:

Ell lif vid Delaware

Ett yngre sliigte lar,

Att manlig striifvan bar

I sig sin Ion.
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I skogens morka djup,

Pti sjii, i briicklig ship,

I profvat pa;

Men trvsig bland vilda niiiii,

DtT knaj)! del fins en viin,

Bland farors miingd star den,

Med Gnd vill ga.

Er dygd, er tro, ert mod,

Hvar bitter profning stod

Till dagens slut,

Och fnin ert enkla tjull,

Der brasan branu pa hall,

Till seklers sista qviill

Ska 11 dygd ga ut

Hell dig i minuets f'rid,

Du folk fran Gustafs tid —
Ett hell at dig!

Med dig oss blodets band

Kuot hop i Svea land,

Och pa Amer'kas strand

Vi ga din stig!

Gud signe dig, vart folk!

Blif jemt det iidlas tolk

Pa fjerran kust!

For frihet, sanuing, riitt,

Strid kjickt pa fiidrens siitt,

Sla aldrig till retnitt,

Du svenska folk!

President Cyrus Northrup, of the state university, made the

following remarks:

Mr. President:

I am almost afraid to open my mouth lest, by some chance,

I should hear myself speak. This building, however admira-

ble it may be for the exhibition of the products of man's

industry and invention is the worst place I have ever known

for the exhibition of the human voice. I have been greatly

delighted to be present at this celebration, and as I have

listened to the grand achievements of the Swedish race, my
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greatest regret, next to the regret I feel at being called upon
to speak, has been that I am not a Swede. However, as we
have been told to-day that the Swedes are more like the

Pilgrim Fathers than are the descendants of the Pilgrim

Fathers themselves, I suppose that I may justly claim to be
more like a Swede than the Swedes themselves, since it is a
''poor rule that does not work both ways." In this view of

the case I f6el that I may justly share in the glory of this

occasion.

Many things have been mentioned to-day in which the

Swedes have excelled, from war to music, but one thing of

which we have had a notable proof, has been omitted. I delight

in the exhibition of genuine, natural oratory. It has been

my fortune to hear on this platform the eloquent orators

of many nations, from the eminent Virginian representative of

the colored race through the various European races, and a

generous display of native talent. It has, however, been

reserved for an American Swede and a Swedish American to

carry off to-day the highest honors for eloquence both in the

English and the Swedish tongue.

It is a great pleasure to me to know that I live in a state

that has so large a population of Scandinavian origin as

Minnesota has. The virtues which have been attributed to

them to-day—honesty, patient industry, economy, reverence,

a religious spirit, obedience to law and a ready assimilation

to American institutions I believe to be theirs, and they make
the Scandinavian races exceedingly desirable as citizens of

America. I have not been stirred in a long time as I have

been to-day by the eloquent declaration of the speaker that

the Swedes have no sympathy with anarchists. We want no

people to come here whose purpose is to subvert our institu-

tions. Let people who are anxious for revolutions stay where

they are and revolutionize Europe if they will. Here all men
are equal in natural rights and in the eye of the law. We
desire to have this equality continue with general prosperity

and individual good, and not on an equality based on univer-

sal destruction and common misery. We desire to have the

people come to us from foreign shores who expect to live here,
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to make this country a homo for themselves and their children,

and who thus expecting will at once endeavor to learn our

language, become acquainted with our customs, support our

institutions, and, while losing in no respect their love for their

native land, will yet become in heart and act American
citizens. This the Swedes have done and are doing. They
may be relied on to sustain what is good and to resist what is

evil. The measures which will lift up society and make the

state better are sure to receive their support. And for these

reasons I am heartily glad that you have all come and that

you have settled here in Minnesota and that we can always

feel that in whatever efforts we make for the improvement of

our state in morals, in education, in religion, we shall have the

hearty support of a large majority of the Scandinavian popu-

lation of the state. I have been looking for some time at that

picture over yonder representing one of the earliest Swedish

churches in America with the graveyard around it. The
scene is very peaceful and very cold. It represents the past.

Here to-day are the many thousands of the living representing-

the present. Here around us are the forces that are to build

up this nation. I earnestly hope that here the sous and

daughters of New England and the sons and daughters of

Scandinavia may live together in peace and concord, and by

hearty co-operation in everything which is good may make
this Northwest the best part of the mightiest nation on the

globe, and that their sons and daughters may be the best

people on the earth.

I congratulate you, sir, most heartily on the success of your

celebration of an event so clearly connected with the welfare

of our country—the first Swedish settlement in America.

Capt. O. G. Lange from Chicago, who is the oldest Swedish

immigrant now living, having come to the United States over

sixty years ago, was introduced to the audience as an honored

guest and returned his thanks.

The following poem written by A. T. Lindholm, Esq., was

read by the author:
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Gamla och Nya Sverige.

I forna dagar ett kungsbud gick

Kring det iirgamla Sveriges dalar,

Da till sitt folk med ett iidelt skick,

Den hugstore drotten talar:

'Gan, svenskar, bort till det fjerran laud

I vester, den kristua laran

Utspriden, ledd af Forsyaens hand.

Ett Sverige byggen pa vansall strand,

Och hafden den svenska aran!"

Da rustades till ett vikingtag,

Ofver boljande hafven gick farden,

Med kraft i vilja, med Gud i hag,

Betradde de Xya Yerldeu.

I en harlig natiir, i ett paradis,

De funno ett godt herberge,

Och viilstand viinuo for modans pris;

Med odling fliteu, pa nordiskt vis,

Har grundade Nya Sverige.

]Men, o hvem tolkat dess kiinslors brand,

Nar slitet var sista bandet,

Och, for dess blickar, vid himlens rand,

Forsvunnet var fosterlandet?

Nar minnes-facklan anyo tandts,

Och tanken tog flj'gt till Norden;

Da kom der en langtan utan gritns,

Ett vemod som blott af en Nordbo kiins,

Yid tanken pa fosterjorden!

Har standigt for lagens helga riitt

Deras trofasta hjertan glodde;

En tro, for hvilken pa Lytzens sliitt,

Sjelf, hjeltekonungen bliJdde,

Satt rotfast uti dess iidla barm

Och kunde ett lofte ej svika;

Ett mod, som viipnade stalsatt arm,

Och kunde i tvedragt, i stridens larm,

For oriitt och oviin ej vika.

Sa lefde de trygge en langd af iir,

Och forvarfvade gods och ara.

An trogne sitt land, uti dygdens spiir,

De striingt foljde fiidrens liira.
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Till drii liiigrL' kulturcii fnl't di- kiU,

Som i sekler nationeu sirat,

Och vjllsignelserik, i yinnigt matt,

Till sednare sliigten i arf har gatt,

Och Ljusets segrar har firat!

Men valdet viipnadtdrog mot dess strand,

Med ofvermakt det tog ratten.

Ej mer forstitrkt af sitt fosterland,

Snart slocknade svenska iltten.

Ilur hiir for sitt sjclfbestiind den stred,

Pa historiens blad star teckuadt

—

Forsvunna iiro de tappres led

—

Och seklers sol sedan dess gatt ned

—

Men dess niinne iinnu ej hleknat!

I fader, som sluniren i stilla ro

Derborta vid Delawares b/ilja!

Med from fortnistan vi hysa den tro

Att stiids edra andar oss folja

—

Att afven hiir pil Amerikas strand

Edert minnes iira vi viirje;

I dag vi knj'ta med trofast hand.

For kommande sliigten, ett kiirleksband

Mellan gamla och nya Sverige!

O, svenskar, for oss hvilken liiirlig lott,

Att, under den blagula fanan,

Hiir skiinka var hyllningat Nordens droit;

Den iidle, som forst brutit banau

For sliigten, som vandrat i tiders lopp

Till Frihetens striinder. Ilvad vore

O folk! dina miiinen, ditt framtidshopp,

Om icke med vordnad du sage ui)p

Till Guxtaf Adolf den Store!

The followintr address was received from tho Rev. E. Aug.

Skogsbergh, who was unavoidably absent from the eily:

Delta storartade minuesfirande af vara fijrsta landsniiins an-

komst till Anierika for tva liundra fenitio ar sedan, koninier att

skrifva ett betydelsefullt kapitel i svenskarnes i Anierika bistoria.

Denna hotrtidliirhet icke allenast riktar niiiinet pa och stammer

vara kiinslor till helig vi^rdiiad fiJr de fdrsta svenska iiybyggarne

3
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af detta land, utaii uppviicker iifven hos, atminstone, tiinkaren

hvad vart folks framtid betrfiffar, dels forhoppiiingar och dels far-

hagor. En fraga liknande den af tvenne fordom dags foriildrar,

med afseende pa sin sons framtid framstalda: "hvad mande blifva

af detta barnet'?", vill iifven med afseende pa oss smyga sig fram:

hvad mande blifva af det svenska folket i Amerika?

Nagon torde inviinda, att det ar forsent att salunda fraga,

alldenstvmd svenskarnes existens i detta land ar tva hundra fem-

tio-arig, under hvilken tid man Imnnit att hiifda det svenska

namnet.

Sant Jir att lofsagande tal hafva i dag sjiviil pa engelska som

svenska hsillits ofver oss och mycket af det sagda torde halla

profvet — kanske att sant ar att svenskarne af amerikanerna i

manga afseenden och det med all rJitt vunnit deras fortroende och

aktning, och detta i allsynnerhet for sin idoghet och riittskansla.

Men diirar voro vi, om vi under allt detta blundade for vara na-

tionella brister. Och dubbelt daraktiga voro vi, om vi efter att

dessa loftal forklingat, gingo hem hvar och en till sitt och lade

oss satt hvila pa denna sjelfbelatenhetens kudde: vi svenskar i

Amerika iiro idealet bland nationaliteterna; vi hafva natt hojden

af utbildning och framgang. Ingenting Jir sa hiim mande f5r ett

folks framgang, som att makligt lagga sig pa sjelfbelatenhetens

hydra.

Jag vill ingalunda med denna framstallning soka afkyla den

radande enthusiasmen, nej, fasthalla den genom att dels rikta tan-

ken pa vara nationella brister och att dels mojligen sporra oss att

-ej stanna i loppet af det som hojer oss till en storhet men i stiillet

jaga framat till en hogre standpunkt saviil i intellektuelt och so-

cialt som ock moraliskt och religiost hiinseende.

Visserligen ar det sant att pa atskilliga omraden icke litet

-gjorts for vart folks biista. Manga viilgorenhetens och bild-

ningens institutioner hafva blomstrat upp ibland oss, men uppen-

bart iir att upphofsmiinnen hiirtill utgoras i alltfall af endast

en brakdel af vart folk. Ibland massorna pagar utan tvifvel en

rorelse och verksamhet, som lik en valdig vag ruUar fram fOr att

hindra sann verklig bildning och utveckling. Salange man for-

aktar gudsfruktan och nykterhet, och i stiillet lofordar drycken-
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skai) och sedesloshet, sa liiiifre IJelhnaiisft'ster Hras ocli tolcreras,

och sa liin^e man icke kan uniirjis iitan att bada i likorflodeii,

sa lantre tidningar lata i sina spalter iiiHyta bloddiypande ochse-

deforderfvande romaner jemte aiinan liisning af sanima art, sa

liinge okunniirheten prisas soin dygd och raheten som nagot man-

ligt, saliinge siiger jag, iir det visserligen icke soin det borde

vara. Hiir iir ett fiilt fur hvarje iidel och riittankande svensk att

arbeta pa. Det borde ligga hvarje svensk cm hjertat att aflagsna

fran det svenska nam net allt vanhedrande och istJillet forena der-

med sadant som pryder det saviil infor Gud som menniskor.

Gudsfruktan och nykterhet aro de forniimsta vilkoren fiir

sann bildning och utveckling. Visa mig ett folk som har bann-

lyst gudsfruktan och nykterhet fran sig och jag skall visa er ett

folk som inom kort har sjunkit in i hedendomens kolsvarta mar-

ker. Hvad iir det som har gjort de civiliserade folken till hvad

de aro idag? Svar: kristendomen, gudsfruktan. Ochettfaktum

Kr att kristendomen :in i dacf iir civilisationens fQrnamsta f(3re

gangare och befordrare samt afven uppriitthallare. I fSrening

denned kommer nykterheten. Med denna klippa till grund

skulle vi stracka oss framat i det rStta, sanna och iidla.

De forniimsta faktorerna i denna mission iiro enligt min tanke

tre: predikstolen, tidningspressen och skolan. Dessa tre borde

vara en enighet, en kombination. Dess representanter skulle

alia vara besjiilade af gudsfruktans och nykterhetens sinne.

Tiinkom oss, hvilken mission det blefve, der alia dessa verkade

hand i hand. Det har ju namnet af att sa vara, men det iir det

icke. Det iir en disharmoni hiir och der, hvilket verkar liiiin-

mande pa det hela. Jag fruktar att mangen predikant uraktlatcr

att siiga sina ahorare sanningen dels af fruktan fr)r att fr>rIora

brbdet och dels af fruktan att fr)rlora folkets gunst och ynnest.

Manne icke mangen tidningsman af svaghet f('>r penningen och

for vissa menniskors gunst fyller spalterna nied en liisning som

visserligen klingar dem i (kronen, men som likviil iir en sadd,

hvilken en dag gifver frukter, for hvilka han fasar. Den tidnings-

man och den predikant som af svaghet f()r menniskors behag < ch

penningar icke vaga franihalla det som gjignar, som forbiittrar,

ja, icke vaga tala for saiining och riitt, de duga icke att vara
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ledare och uppfostrare. Desse skulle omvitnda och fostra folket,

men se, folket har oinvJindt och fostrat dem after sitt ^odtycke.

Nej, predikstolen, pressen och skolan behofva renas och hel^as.

Vi behofv^a mer och mer miin som vaga i tal och skrift sta fram

f5r sanning och riitt. Endast pa den vagen kunna vi sasom ett

folk franiatskrida till en storhet som icke Jir inbillad utau verklig,

en storhet som afven ar erkiind pa hogi'e ort.

Till slut, latom oss fran och med denna fest vakna upp ofver

hvad vi verkligen Sro och hvad vi som ett folk i detta land kun-

na varchi och derefter striicka oss.

"Hor oss Svea" was sung by the chorus, and an ''Ode" by
Mr. D. Nyvall, read as follows:

Ett folk af htiga nord

Fran gamla Sveas jord

I hiiniad lag.

Da brlindes stiider ned

Af nordisk berserk vred,

Och fafjtngt sodern stred

Mot vikings tag.

Men pa den briinda jord

Fick vilden hora ord

Oni hvite Krist.

Ocii med ett krossadt mod
Den grymme viking stod,

Och hjeltens klinga god

Ej bet till sist.

Se'n efter hundra ar

Fran Sverige fiter gar

Ett vikingtag.

Med spaden i sin hand

Att odla nya land

De ga mot denna strand

Pa vestervag.

En konung siinde dem
Fran nordens kiira liem

Till denna kust.

Hans adla hjelterad,

Om ej till stora dad,

Sa dock till fliten brad

Dem ingaf lust.
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JFod korsets heljia ord

Till iiKliauiMis jord

De skulle ga.

Det var kung Gustafs hud

Att evangelii Ijud

Igenom dem fiau Gud
Dit skulle na.

Lef, dyra miiine, iin

Och fostra bland oss miiu

Af denna stam,

Att gammal nordisk dygd

I hemmen gifva skj'gd .

Och hjeltar fosterbygd

Iliir ska par tram.

Rev. C. A. Swensson, president of the board of directors of

Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kan., delivered the following ad-

dress:

Mr. President: I am glad to notice that you feel better

after listening to the magnificent addresses of this afternoon

than you did at one o'clock. The rain scared you. Did you
not remember the old Swedish saying, that the more rain on

the wedding day, the brighter will the future be? This is a

wedding occasion. The first two hundred and fifty years of

Swedish-American history have to-day, and by this occasion,

been united with bonds of love and memory to the common his-

tory of the American nation.

Mr. President, in building up a new and mighty nation

like the American people, the leading spirits should make
evident that same spirit of wisdom that farnuMs and stock

raisers always show. They should understand the value of

good blood. I stand here on this occasion, Mr. President,

proud of the opportunity' to say that we Swedes are of good

stock, that we are and have always been of good blood. We
are made out of reliable materials. The good Lord did not

use any wood in the construction of our upper story. The

Swedes have been a free people for 2,000 years. They were

never slaves. They never could be. Death is always to



38 250th anniversary

them preferable to slavery. Our early form of government was
patriarchal and republican. The Swedish farmer spoke di-

rectly and without fear to the Swedish king about the griev-

ances and wishes of the people." The present king of Sweden
has a more limited power than the president of the United
States. We come of the Viking stock. Normandy, in France,

and England herself, has received some of its best blood from
the Norse Vikings. It was a race of heroes. The United
States, and more especially Minnesota, is getting a great deal

of this splendid element among the rapidly increasing popula-

tion.

You have heard a great deal of the Swedes to-day. Let

me ask you, Mr. President, why did the Swedes come to

America!

The Swedes came to America not because they wanted to

make a fuss. We are not made that way. There is no dy-

namite or red flags in the composition of Swedish character.

We have no cause for making a disturbance. The freedom

and intelligence of Sweden (Sweden has a much smaller per

cent of illiteracy than Massachusetts, the paradise of the

school ma'ams and philosophers.) preclude the possibility of

any success for anarchistic or nihilistic doctrines among our

people. Yes, I have heard of one nihilist over in Sweden, a

tailor called Palm. He is the laughing stock of king and

peasant alike. In America neither you nor I, nor anybody

else, ever heard of a Swedish anarchist. We never will.

Tyranny, ignorance, military despotism, arbitrary police gov-

ernment, with atheism and bad beer or whisky added in suf-

ficient quantities, make anarchi>ts. That is the reason why
we Swedes are not anarchists. The necessary conditions are

lacking.

We did not come to America to live in the poorhouse or to

have the government pay for our board and lodging in any

other manner. We came because of our willingness and abil-^

ity to work. In our philosophy hard and patient work means

assured success sooner or later. We are willing to do any

kind of work until we find something better. We would

rather work on the stjeet than to ao idle.

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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We did not come to perpetuate Swedisli customs or ideius in

this country. America, not Sweden, is our fatherland now.

We Americanize easily. The reason is, we have been a
cosmopolitan people for 2,000 years. The Vikings felt at

home everywhere; so do we. Of one thing I am certain;

American institutions fit us, and our ideas, hopes and ambi-

tions to perfection. We could hardly be happy in dear old

Sweden again since we have seen and loved America and Min-

nesota. Oh, yes, speak of love of fatherland and everything

of that sort. We are proud of the history of the Swedes in

Sweden, but we hope for better things for the Swedish-Amer-

icans in this country. The grandest and most perfect realiza-

tion of the ideals of human history must be looked for right

among ourselves. In America those great principles which

decide temporal and eternal happiness shall be better and

more perfectly understood, and will stand forth in a purer

revelation than in any other country, or among any other

people. To be an American is to be one of heaven's favorites,

to be un-American, and yet remain here, is the unfailing sign

of a knave and of a fool.

Fellow Swedes of Minnesota, the ages to come will bear

witness to your conduct, your patriotism, your devotion to a

great and noble cause. Upon you depends largely whether

the Swedes shall continue to be honored and loved in this new
nation of ours. May you help to make more and better his-

tory in America than Swedes ever did before. America is

now our fatherland. Let us know no other. Teach your chil-

dren to love America and her free institutions with that de-

votion and forgetfulness of self so characteristic of our Swed-

ish people in all ages. Eemember your rights. They are

the equal rights of every citizen of the United States. I could

not express it more forcibly; the rights of an American citi-

zen ! Eemember them, thank God for them, be true to them.

As the ages march by I can not but remember the trials, the

afflictions, the burdens and tears of mankind. Oh, how the

world always hoped for better times in the future. But the

hopes were often mangled, the peans of victory were hushed,

and the throbbing, the sad. desolate, hopeless throbbing, of
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the great human heart became more distinct. Oh, America,

thou art the hope of the ages, of the nations, thou art the answer

to prayers of a thousand years, uttered in song and poesy, in

the yet deeper unheard yearning of all those nations that were
leaders in the race of development, America, be true to thy

destiny, and as I think of the glorious future, of the unex-

ampled progress already made, of the unlimited resources at

thy disposal, of the devoted and unswerving patriotism of thy

sons and daughters, then I feel that there is nothing in the

entire political history of the world so grand, so inspiring, so

full of hope, as to be a citizen of the greatest, most christian

and civilized nation on earth, the American nation.

The following poem was read by the author, Mr. Ernst Liud-

blom, of Chicago

:

Till Minneapolis.

I idoghetens land,

Vid Mississippis tacka strand,

Der Anthony- och ^Minnehaha-fallea l)rusa,

En stad liar stolt vaxt opp. —
Det ar den unga Vesterns hopp,

Dett hopp, som afundsjuka iln forgiifves sokt att grusa.

luvid den breda elf,

Der indianeu sag sig sjelf

Pa femtitalet vara herre iiti trakten,

Har nu ett jattebarn

Bygt hus vid hus och qvaru vid qvaru;

Och Minneapolis ar namnet pa den unga makteu.

.

Den firar uti dag

En storstadsfest af niitrkligt slag,

Som sympati i alia svenska hjertan roner.

Den firar minnet af

Den tid, da iifver vida haf

De drogo till Columbi land, de fcirste Svithiods seiner.

En liten koloni

De bildade, som fann sig fri,

Fastiin den under fjiirran Svea-drotten lydde.

Den gick med flit och id

Framat. Det syntes, som en tid.

Da modan skulle bli belont, for Nya Sverige grydde.
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Den tidcn iir nii hiir;

Vi se uti den dau', soiu iir,

Det nya Sverige som ett stort ocli vidstriickt like.

Inuuder tidens lopp

Ha viira fiiders stolta hopp

Forverkligats af landsniiiii, livilku varit fiidrtMi liko.

De gamle siidde gladt

I iirlig, varra fortrostan, att

De skuUe berga skorden uti sina dagar.

De trodde pa den trakt,

Der de ned svett och moda lagt,

De trodde pa sig sjelfve och pa Svea-kungeus lagar.

Men saden, en gang sadd,

Lag ofver sekler tva i brodd;

Xu forst den sagas kan ha spirat upp nr gruset.

De gamles koloni

Har blifvit stor, och den iir fri,

Sa lange verlden star och stjernbaneret hojs i Ijuset.

Det nya Sverige itr

Ej langre blott i Dehiware,

Nej, det nar ofver alia Unionens stater,

Inunder arens lopp

Ha svenxknr hulpit bygga opp

Yar republik med tysta, ofta obelonta dater,

Hvar iiu de hittills bygt

Man nu dock pasta kan helt trygt,

Att Minnesota f()r deni l)lifvit hufvndorten,

De tvckas trifvas der,

Och Minneapolis det iir

Till deras lyckliga och nojda hem den (ippna ])orten.

Derfiir ock der i dag

En fest kan firas af ett slag,

Som sympati i alia svenska hjertan roner.

Hogt lefve minnet af

Den tid, da ofver vida haf

De drogo till Columbi land, de fcirste Svithiods siiner!
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Miss Mary A. Brown, of Washington, made some interest-

ing remarks concerning the discovery of America in the year

1,000 by the Scandinavian Vikings, after which the presiding

officer announced that a number of congratulatory letters and
papers had been received, and read such of them as the late

hour permitted, whereupon the exercises closed by the sing-

ing of the one hundred and fiftieth (David's) Psalm, accompan-

ied by Cappa's band, and the vast audience reluctantly dis-

persed.
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CONGRATULATOEY LETTERS AND PAPERS.

TELEGRAM TO KING OSCAR, STOCKHOLM.

The Swedes in America assembled at Minneapolis to cele-

brate the two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the landing of

the first Swedish colony on the Delaware, send your Majesty

affectionate greetings and assurances of filial love for the hon-

ored land that fostered them and us. H. Mattson,
Chairman.

REPLY.

I am commanded by the King to express his thanks for tele-

gram and good wishes for the prosperity of the Scandinavian

colony at Minneapolis. Printzenskold,

Chamberlain.

Washington, D. C. Sept. 6, 1888.

Hans Mattson, Esq., Chairman,

Dear Sir : If it were possible I should find sincere pleas-

ure in joining with you and your associates in celebrating the

two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the first Swedish

settlement in America.

The place of my birth and my present home—Wilmington,

Delaware—was, 1 conceive, one of the first, if not the first, of

the foot marks of Swedish enterprise in the new world.

Fort Christina, on the banks of the river Christiana, is

now Wilmington, and was once Willington—named after

Joseph Willing, of Bristol, in England, who migrated to

Pennsylvania (one of my ancestors on the maternal side),

married a Swedish lady and became possessed of the land

whereon the settlement was made and the town built.
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The most enduring visible monument of the Swedish era, is

the old Swede's church—now an Episcopal church, which was
dedicated to the worship of God in 1698, and in which on Sun-

day last I attended divine service.

This simple but impressive structure is within a few hun-

dred yards of a rock, on the side of the river Christiana,

whereon—the tradition is—the Swedes first landed. Around
this venerable building are the graves of the Swedish colonists,

the terminology of whose names, quaintly carved upon the

tombstones attest their national origin, and there

"Each in his narrow cell forever laid,

The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep."

As your letter tells me that you have a photograph of the

church, it may be interesting for youtoknow that the ivy which
covers the southern side was grown from a slip brought from

Stoke-Pogis in England, the scene of Gray's immortal "Elegy

written in a country churchyard." My mother procured this

slip of ivy and had it planted more than half a century ago;

her grave is but a few yards distant.

But there are other less palpable, but equally enduring re-

sults of Swedish settlement in America—in the fruits of their

personal virtues and sacred mailly characteristics. I make
bold to say that no better stock has been contributed (in pro-

portion to its numbers) towards giving a solid basis to society

under our republican forms, than these hardy, honest, indus-

trious, law-abiding. God-fearing Swedish settlers on the banks

of the Christiana in Delaware. While I have never heard of

a very rich man among them, yet I have never heard of a pau-

per. I can not recall the name of a statesman or distinguished

law-giver among them, nor of a rogue nor a felon. As good

citizens they helped to form what Mr. Lincoln called the "plain

people" of the country—and I have lived among their descen

dants, and know their civic virtues have been transmitted.

I am glad to hear that in the great West, and around the

marvelous prosperity and growth of such cities as St. Paul
and Minneap«)lis there is a disposition among citizens of Swed-
ish descent to pause in the midst of their gainful and energetic
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pursuits, and recall with affection and respect their forefa-

thers, who were among our earliest settlers, and who were in-

deed the true seed from which honest government is derived.

Yours very respectfully,

T. F. Bayard.

Historical Society of Delaware, )

Wilmington, Sept. 3, 1888.
j

At a special meeting of the society held Sept. 3, 1888, the

following resolutions were adopted

:

Resolved, That in friendly recognition of the movement (in

Minnesota) Mr. Pennock Pusey is hereby appointed a delegate

to represent this society at the proposed celebration at Min-
neapolis on the fourteenth of September, and to present this

greeting from the descendants of the first Swedish settlers to

the latest immigrants from the fatherland.

Resolved, that the secretary furnish Mr. Pusey a copy of the

above resolutions duly signed and attested with the seal of

the society.

R. P. Johnson,
Attest: Secretary.

E. G. Shortledge,
[seal.] Chairman.

North Brook, Chester Co., Penn., ]

Sept. 8, 1888.
j

Major Geo. Q. White, St. Paul, Minn.,

My Dear Sir: You are doubtless aware of the movement
among the Swedish citizens of Minnesota for the celebration

of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the original

landing of the Swedes on the Delaware. The people of

Wilmington, whose city limits embrace the landing place on

the Christiana as well as a later memento of the early settle-

ment in the old Swedes' church, naturally feel an interest in

the event and both the city council and the historical society
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have taken action in friendly recognition of the movement.
The latter have appointed me a delegate to represent their

society and present the greeting of the descendants of the

first settlers to the latest comers at the celebration in connec-

tion with the Minneapolis exposition on the fourteenth inst.

at 2 p. M. As I can not arrange matters in time to attend I

enclose the attested credentials with the request that you will

kindly act as my substitute, for which there is a i)ropriety in

your having once been a Wilmingtonian, and I authorize you
to appear as fully as though you had been the original

appointee. Hoping it may suit your pleasure and conven-

ience to act as desired, which will confer a favor both upon
the celebrants and myself, I am

Most respectfully,

Pennock Pusey.

Old Swedes' Parsonage,
Wilmington, Del., Sept. 11, 1888.

To H. Mattson, Esq., Chairman,

My Dear Sir: Seated within sight of the spot where the

"Pilgrim Fathers" of the American Swedes landed in 1638,

and under the shadow of the venerable church which the zeal

of Erick Biorck reared In 1698, I write to congratulate you

upon the glorious heritage of the American Swedes of to-day.

The old church-yard treasures the bones of those whose peace-

ful conquests went to strengthen the infant sinews of our

mighty nation and whose descendants constitute an essential

part of Delaware blood and Delaware citizenship of 1888.

The sacred walls that echoed to the prayers and exhortations

of Tranberg and Acrelius still echo, both week day and

Sunday, to the worship of a devout congregation, in that

language which all American Swedes have learned to call their

own—the all-embracing English tongue.

Thanking you for your courteous invitation, and regretting

my inability to be present in person,

I am yours, with sincere respect,

Jesse Higgins,

Pastor of the Swedes' Chnrch upon the Christiana.
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Wilmington, Delaware, Sept. 12, 1888.

Hon. H. Mattson, Chairman,

I am pleased to acknowledge the receipt of your especial

invitation to attend the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary

of the first Swedish settlement in America to be held at

Minneapolis on September 14th.

We received one for the Historical Society of Delaware and

I, with the assistance of other members, had a special meeting

called and credited one of our members, Pennock Pusey, as

a representative of our society.

The descendants of the early Swedes with us are a very

desirable part of our community, a credit to any people.

Most respectfully,

H. R. Binghurst,

Treasurer of the Historical Society of Delaware.

Philadelphia, Sept. 8, 1888.

Hon. H. Mattson, Chairman,

Dear Sir: It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the re-

ceipt of your polite invitation to attend the celebration of

the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the first

Swedish settlement in America to be held the fourteenth

inst., and I desire to express my high appreciation of

the honor conferred. Regretting my inability to be other-

wise present, I shall join you, at letist, in spirit in

commemorating an event even more significant to descendants

of the old settlers on the Delaware than to their prosperous

fellow countrymen, who have imitated their exami^le in seek-

ing homes in our great West.

Permit me on my own behalf and that of my fiimily to offer

you cordial congratulations in anticipation of the success ofyour

felicitous association, of your own vast colonization of our

noble country with the small though brave beginnings of the

founders of New Sweden under Gustavus Adolphus and

Christina, and to give utterance on this occasion to the hope

that among the numerous influences destined to mould the
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future of our land, not the least potent and beneficent shall

prove to be the generous impulses and honorable lives of

worthy scions of our Scandinavian race.

Very respectfully yours,

Gregory B. Keen.

Wilmington, Del,, Sept. 8, 1888.
Mr. Mattson:

In looking over the newspaper this morning I found an
article concerning your proposed anniversary celebration.

Please accept from an humble mechanic a few lines of facts

concerning the Swedes that started their colony on the Dela-

ware in 1638. I am not a descendant of the Swedes but have
a lasting good feeling for them and their descendants which

we still have among us and our best citizens they are. The
Swedes brought wheat with them and the graiu raised by
them from it was never disgraced by being made
into fermented liquor from the beginning in 1638 up to the

present time. Blessed industries have been the result of the

Swedish labor. The emperor of Brazil now rides in a palace

railroad car built only two hundred yards from where the

Swedes first landed, and cars from the same shops carry kings

and emperors from Paris to St. Petersburg. Delaware on the

Brandywine is the birth place of the paper machine and on

Christiana river are now built fine steam and sailing ships

which plow the oceans of the world. We have a score of

other useful manufactories founded, many of them, by the

industry of the old Swedes.

With much respect,

A. C. Brinton.
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Mayor's Office, Wilmington, Del., |

Sept. 11, 1888. )

Hon. H. Alattson,

Mv Dear Sir: Oh receipt of your letter of September Sil,

kindly inclosing invitation to your celebration of next Fi-iday,

I immediately communicated the same to "Tlie Council" and

herewith I enclose the resolutions adopted by it, together

with a letter and sketch prepared by Dr. Horace Burr, of this

city.

I regret that the distance renders it impossible for me to be

present at the anniv^ersary, but you have my best wishes for

its entire success and for a most enjoyable time to your people.

I am, with kindest regards.

Yours very sincerely,

Austin Harrington,
Mayor.

Whereas, the council of the city of Wilmington have been

advised that a celebration of the two hundred and fiftieth

anniversary of the first Swedish settlement in America will be

held in the city of Minneapolis on September 14th, and

being desirous of showing their appreciation of the object of

this gathering, therefore be it

Resolved, That the council in behalf of their fellow citizens,

many of whom are descended from Swedish ancestry, send

cordial greeting to those who are met to celebrate the two

hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the landing of the first

Swedish colonists on the historic ground, included within

the limits of our city.

Resolved, that we reflect the general sentiment of tliis

community in the expression of our sincere appreciation of

the many excellent traits of character of those who come to

us from the famous old Xorthhmd, and our just estimation of

them as a valuable addition to the population of our country.

Resolved, That Dr. Horace Burr, to whom our citizens are

indebted for careful and extensive research into the history of

the early Swedish settlements in this state, be requested- to

4
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prepare an appropriate historical sketch, and that the same
be transmitted together with a copy of these resolutions to the

coming celebration.

On behalf of council,

Peeston Ayars,
Chas. a. Ryan,
Samuel Chambers,
Benj. F. Davis,

E. C. Moore,
J. C. Farra,

Attest:
Committee.

A. F. Messick,

Cle7'1i of Council.

Hon. Hans Mattson,

Dear Sir: The history of the Swedish colonists on the

Delaware is mainly religious. For some years after their

arrival services were held in the block house or fort at

Christiana (Wilmington), and later also at Tennekong up the

river. They buried their dead on a side hill in the rear of the

present Swedes' church and it was set partly in the cemetery.

After some years they built a timber church on the south side

of the Christiana, on a point of land called Crane-hook, which

was used till the present Holy Trinity church was dedicated

in 1699. The Swedes were a religious folk and almost exclu-

sively engaged in agriculture. Their settlements extended

on both sides of the Delaware, on the west side from St. George

on the south to the falls of the Delaware on the north, and on

the east side from Pumpkin Hook on the south to above

Raccoon creek on the north and along the Christiana, Brandy-

wine and other creeks on the west side and Ruteoug

(Swedesburg) on the east. The mode of travel in attending

church and social visiting was mostly by water in log canoes

and when the chuich was built on the north side of the

Christiana the folk on the north side made a present of a new
canoe to those on the south side and those who crossed over
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from Jersey to New Ciistle and walked up on the west side of

the Delaware, as they thought it would be hard for them

to pay feri'iage every time they came to church, wliich canoe

was bought for twenty shillings. The Delaware is very broad

here and often tempestuous, and finally as they became able,

two timber churches were built on the east side, one on

Penn's Xeck (Pumpkin Hook), and one at Raccoon creek

(Swedesburg). The church here is in good repair and

services are held regularly in it with a good congregation.

The present church wardens and vestrymen are in regular

succession from those elected before the present church was

built and among members of the vestry are direct descendants

from the original Swedish settlers.

The churchyard is still used as a place of sepulture by the

descendants of the Swedes and others and is kept in good

condition. The records of the church are very full and inter-

esting, and especially during Mr. Bjork's pastorate, amount

to a full diary of events connected with the church, schools,

etc. I have translated all the records and they are to be

published by the Delaware Historical Society soon. I send

you a copy of the original old Swedish of the account of the

dedication of the church, but have written in Roman charac-

ters and not in the old Swedish or monkish. It has been

scribbled off in haste but I think you will manage to read it.

I remain with respect.

Yours sincerely,

Horace Burr,

Senior Warden of the Swedes^ Lutheran church, called Trinity

church, Wilmington, Del.

In behalf of the mayor and council of the city of Wilming-

ton.
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Account of the consecration of Holy Tri1\ity Church by the

Rev. Erik Bj5rk.

Anno 1699 Helga Trefalg:s Sondag ellor 4 July. Lat Gud
af sin nad uplyssa dhen dag mig och Forsamlingen for war mode
och om kostnadt at wij da fingo giora wart forsta intriida uti wjlr

Kyrka pa Christina som skedde i mang hundrade persones nar-

varo af atskillige Religioner jempte ware egne- da sielfwer In-

vigslen saluda skedde. Sedan dhet war sammanringt gick min
Medbroder fran ander forsaniblingen Mag Andreas Rudman til-

lika med mig kliidde i hwar sin Masse Siirk utan miisshakar ef-

ter wi dhem hjir intet kunda skaffa, for Altaret tillika med war
medbroder Ahrwordige Herr Jonas Aureen allenast med lang

kappa och krage da Magister Rudman och jatr stannade i bred

nSmst Altaret, men Hr Aureen fram f(3r oss och borjde salunda

Mag, Rudman 1 . Kommer hSr och later oss Herren Gud prisa

2. En boon af honom Sielf giord at Gud wille late

sig detta huus behaga-etc

Hr: Aureen 8 Liiste i Reg. 8, hela kaputel.

Pastor Loci 4 Dhen 24 koning Dav, ps. heel

Hr: Aureen 5 of N5ja Test, 10 Cap: helti

„ 6 Sungo Fader war som i Hmblom Jist-etc

Mag: Rud: 7 Liiste med hog och langsam r5st Helia som dhet

i kyrkio ordningen for et sadant tillfiille star

infort

„ 8 Kom Helge Ande Herre Gud-etc

Mag: Rud: 9 Dhen pa sjelfve Invignings predikan pa predi-

kestolen hwars begiynelse war Job: 12 —7 kon-

nungars ocg fOrstars rad ocg hemlighet skal man
foetiga etc. men sielfwer texten pslm CXXVI:V.
3-Herren hafv 2;iordt stoor ting med oss dhess ar.

wij glade ocg kyrkian nampn Helge Trefaldig-

hets Kyrkia

„ 10 af predikstolen bejinte O Gud wij lofve dii? etc.

1, 11 Da iag ocg Mag: Rudman allena gingo for alta-

ret igen Sang Mag: Rudman enbo5n ocg dherpa

i valsio-nelsen
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Muii": Riiil: 12 med en fiu-inaning at im halla oL-g vonla dhctta

luis soin et Herrans limis (^tc dluT j)a: Alira wan-

Fadreiiom och Sonenom orli (IIkmi llcljre Aiida

I'astor r>oci Svarade: Siisoin dhet warit liaf af l)t'gynnels<Mi etc.

Oop; dhetta salunda sielfva invigslen.

I HoormasseiiChristnadosBani ocg utdelte Herrans

natward

Da titer iao- ined min uuMllirodcr .Maii': liudinan

stodo for Altaret, nieii dlieu aiidia iniii niedbro-

der Ahrwurdi^e Hr Aureen predikade Sondair

texten hvilken skedde sasom handboken inne-

haller da dhesse psaliner brukades

1 Allencste Gud etc. 2 Fader war barnibcrtitr

ocir God etc. 8 Till pred:st Xu bider wij dhcn

Helge And 4 pa predikestolen Helge Trefaldig-

het stat OSS bij, ,5 under Comniunion Jesus ar

mit lif oco; hiilssa etc. (> efter walsignelsen min

sjal skal lofva Herran etc, etc.

Sedan bespisades pfi Christina bos Kyrkioworden John Stal-

copalla dhe fornanista af dhe fretnandende sa gji'jrliiren som skee

kunde at fa dhem tillhopa med mat Ohl och wijn, og sedan efter

ut dhe andre hwilken omkostnad war franiskuteii af fiu-sainldiiigen

som dhe upsat wijsur.

Contributions for the entertainnuMit oF the strangers:

Staffan JOransion 8 quarter af eet far og 1 busli. malt.

Anken pa pumpon huken 1 bushel malt sin()r 8 pund

Anders Vainam og Ankiary Carsten huk tillho[)a malt 1 .', bushels

Joran Liken Smor 8 pund 2 loaves briul 1 tiog iigg

Edward Meewin Rodt Wijn 1 Gallon hjort kiiU on quarter agg og

kofEe.

Hendrick Stobev hwete Mird en piick og 1 tiog ii^;';;

Erik pa Trandhuken Gul Wijn 2 Gals og 8 p. Socker

Brewer Scuske etc far og l)ush malt

Charles Springer 1-^ bush: malt

Hans Rettergren et far og en bush: malt

Sahl. Jacob Clamets Ankia ^ kalf a 7 S: (') p:

Fetter Mounsson oir .Tohn Mounson tillh()])a 1 Scj)pa wheat Miol
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Petter Mounsson 4 p. smor

John Anderson Koks 1 kalkon

John Statcop 1 bush: malt 11- bush: Whete Mi5l 3 punc] Socker
rafin 2 S. (3 p. humbla i'or 3 S. 5 p.

Petter Stalcop 1 far

Hend: John ^ far

Armund Stedham 1 f:lr

Dhesutan John Staleops hustrus egit omak da hon elliest at sa

mycket hederligen komma ut med all tilredning anlita en En-
gelskmans hustru pa andra sidan riveret wid nampn Ann Pittman
som mycket brukades i slijke tillfiillen dhen og sit omak for intet

tillat.

St. Paul, Minn., "[

Sept. 8, 1888.
j

Col. H. Mattson, Chairman of Committee on Invitation, Etc.,

My Dear Sir: I regret very much that circumstances

prevent my having the honor to accept your invitation to

attend the celebration of the two hundred and fiftieth anni-

versary of Swedish settlement in America. I am fully in

sympathy with my Swedish-American fellow citizens on this

interesting occasion. More than a quarter of a century of

acquaintance with them in»peace and in war, also several

years' acquaintance with their mother country, enables me to

appreciate their feelings on this memorable anniversary.

Sweden, though somewhat isolated, has maintained alignment

with the most advanced constitutional countries of Europe in

all that contributes to a high order of civilization. With the

exception of England there are very few European countries

which in modern times have furnished so many names that

are familiar and dear to Americans, in heroism, in science,

in literature and in song. With best wishes for the success

of the proposed celebration,

I remain sincerely yours,

C. C. Andrews.
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St. Paul, Sept. 5, 1888.

Hon. JEC. Mattson and Others, Committee,

Gentlemen: I am in receipt of your very kind invitation

to be present at Minneapolis at the celebration of the two
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the first Swedish settle-

ment in America, for which please accept my thanks. Before

receiving it I had engaged to attend the re-union of my old

regiment (the 7th Minnesota), set for the same day and hour

as your celebration. It is the first opportunity I have had

for several years to meet the survivors of my old comrades

(now becoming less every year), with whom I served over

two years in the civil war, and I have come to think it almost

a sacred duty to meet them on every occasion now when I

can. No consideration less weighty would constrain me to

decline an invitation to be present at the celebration of so

important an event in the history of this country as the

settling upon its eastern shore of the first Swedish colony. I

have always regarded it as a fortunate thing that the first

colonies were from so various sources. Tlie English puritans

in the New England states, the Dutch in New York, the

Quakers in Pennsylvania, the Swedes in New Jersey, the

English Catholics in Maryland, the English cavaliers in

Virginia, the Scotch Highlanders in North Carolina, the

Huguenots in South C.irolina; these have intermingled and

combined to give one characteristic to America, that of a

broad, liberal tolerance, a characteristic which I hope it will

ever retain, and in making which a part of the national

charao^n- the first Swedish settlers and their descendants have

done their share. With thanks for your kindness and regret

that I am so placed that I am unable to avail myself of it, I

am, gentlemen,
Yours very gratefully,

James Gilfillan.
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FIRST SETTLEMENTS ON THE DELAWAEE,

The Original Swedes, Whence, How and When They
Came.

[By Hou. Pennock Pusey of the Historical Society of Delaware.]

Of the several branches of the Teutonic family of nations

none have made a more vivid contribution to history than that

which early peopled the peninsula of Scandinavia. In their

sturdy march from barbarism to civilization the Anglo Saxon
peoples have nowhere exemplified in so marked a degree their

race characteristics—their rugged force coupled with fire side

gentleness, their burly virility with the old heroic tenderness,

the fierceness of valor with the softness of home-spun virtues.

Nowhere more than in that Northland has the Teuton's love of

glory, his rude heartiness of purpose, his stern grasp of life's

verities been happily tempered by the gentle fealties and

sweet sanctities of home. And nowhere else is that home
more the unit and core of civil society—more its steadfast

anchorage against the besieging storms which threaten the fair

fabric of modern civilization.

In Sweden centered the dispensing head and fountain of

that ancient religion which was the common faith of our pa-

gan ancestors. There stood that shining temple of Upsala the

lofty hall of the gods, and there that vast unknowable tree

with the mystic symbolism of mighty Yggdrasil spread far

and wide its ominous branches and wrought its solemn spell

Near by on the one hand stood ancient Sigtuua where Sigge

Fridulfson the historic Odin terminated his long pilgrimage

from the East, and on the other lay that once Swedish prov-

ince of Finland which the latest researches indicate as the orig-

inal home of that germinal race of Aryans from which have

come the most vigorous and prolific of the world's colonizing

nations.
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This great temple at Upsala was a conunoii sanctuary lor

all the kindred but independent tribes of Teutonic origin

;

and later it happily served as a basis of national unification

when the inferior Harads and Fylkis were successively sub-

jected to that proud race of Upsala chieftains to whom all

Scandinavian rulers were glad to trace their origin. Thus it

came that after many struggles a compact autonomy of all

Swedish peoples was evolved from the warring factions about

the end of the ninth century, through the comi)elling power
of that dynasty which claimed direct descent fromSkjold, son

of Odin.

Here begins the dawn of Sweden's strictly authentic his-

tory ; and for nearly three centuries there followed a succes-

sion of wars with Norway and Denmark, and of struggles be-

tween Christianity and Paganism, in the course of which the

great temple of Upsala was burned in the reign of King Inge,

Christianity diffused under King Eric the S.iint, and Finland

conquered and christianized by Sweden. Then came the in-

vasion of Sweden by the Danes under Magnus Henrickson who
killed Saint Eric in 1160, when there followed a series of civil

wars and short bloody reigns with various calamities lasting

200 years, to terminate which the Swedish nobles, in the na-

tional distress, offered the throne in 1389 to Margaret Queen

of Denmark and Norway. This queen betrayed her trust and

by the celebrated "Calmar Union" of 1397 Sweden was

brought under onejoint sceptre with Denmark and Norway.

From this enforced union Sweden was liberated through the

patient heroism and patriotic devotion of Gustavus Vasa, un-

der whose wise and beneficent sway the Kingdom experienced

a new birth of prosperous existence.

This was a most glorious epoch of Swedish history. Few
heroes in the world's broad theatre have bequeathed greater

names to succeeding ages than that left by Gustavus Vasa. As
founder of the great Vasa Dynasty he was scarcely less the

founder of his country. Had Sweden done nothing more than

produce that illustrious line of monarchs she would have at-

tained an imperishable place in history. Had she done less

that place would have been far other than that to which she
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has been assigned. With many of the characteristics attrib-

uted to the English King Alfred and the Swiss William Tell,

Gustavus Vasa combined the great qualities of our own Wash-
ington and Lincoln. Like the hunted Alfred of England he
was long a weary fugitive from his country's invaders and
like the noblest men of our history he exhibited equal great-

ness in adversity and in prosperity.

Eewarded with the crown of the Sweden he had liberated

Gustavus Vasa found a misgoverned kingdom exhausted by
war, a people crushed by taxation and torn by religious dis-

sention, a haughty clergy and disaffected nobility, a disorgan-

ized army, crippled industries and an empty treasury ; he left

it a free and happy kingdom with a loyal nobility and devot-

ed clergy of restricted powers, an efficient army and navy, a

full treasury, prosperous trade and manufactures and rapidly

spreading art, learning, science and religion. The vast im-

provements thus inaugurated by the first Vasa sovereign were

maintained by the second till the reign of the grandson the

immortal Gustavus Adolphus, when the national power and
prosperity were so augmented that Sweden became one of the

leading nations of the world, rising to such influential and

dazzling eminence as excited the envy and admiration of all

Europe, which made her alliance eagerly sought by Eichelieu

and Cromwell and the proudest sovereigns of Christendom,

It thus remained for the grandson alone to dispute with his

illustrious grandparent, the first Vasa, the glory of having be-

queathed the grandest name to Swedish history. If the one

was the father of his newborn country the other was its pre-

server, and while the first nourished its tender infancy the

second led and promoted its proud and stalwart growth. The

history of no country indeed shines with a juster or nobler

fame than that of Gustavus Adolphus; and there are no re-

corded feats of arms or tests of invincible valor excelling those

of the Swedish soldiery under his heroic and consummate gen-

eralship. To ardent patriotism, wise statesmanship and mili-

tary genius of the first order this great leader added lofty

consecration and prophetic fervor in a noble cause such as

lifted his aims above the scope of mere ambition. To his gen-
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ius and devotion protestantism owes its practical existence

against the anathein.us of popery; to his v^aliant services and

the sacrifices of Sweden in the great Thirty Years War the

christian world owes a debt of gratitnde for the priceless boon

of religious liberty: and with the honored name of Gnstavus

Adolphus the vindicated rights of conscience will be sacredly

associated by unborn generations of free and enlightened j)eo-

ples throughout an advancing world.

Such is a hurried summary of Sweden's early historical

career. At the summit of that career— in the glorious reign

of Gustavus Adolphus— the kingdom took its first step in that

great movement for peopling the New World which then en-

gaged the attention of European nations.

Awake alike to the cause of christian propagandism and to

whatever promised to better the practical condition of his peo-

ple Gustavus Adolphus quickly foresaw the various advantages

to be derived froman organized colonization of his countrymen;

and he joined heartily with the wiseOxenstiern, his great war

minister, in pushing the scheme to practical consummation.

Upon application of William Usselincx a merchant of Ant-

werp, who had projected the Dutch West India Company, a

similar plan was recommended by the king; and a charter for

the Swedish West India Company was granted under date of

June 14, 1626, which was confirmed in the Diet of 1627. The
instrument fully recites its various purposes, among which it

is specified that produce and commerce ''should be furthered

by all proper means" and it goes on to state that "good in-

formation had been received of credible and experienced per-

sons" that in Africa, Asia, America and other parts of the

world "very rich lands and islands do exist, certain of which

are peopled by a well governed nation, certain others by hea-

then and wild men, others still uninhabited and others not as

yet perfectly discovered, and that not only witli such places a

great trade may be driven, but that the hope strengthens of

bringing said people easily, through the setting on loot of com-

mercial intercourse, to a better civil state and to the truth of

the christian religion etc., etc." Therefore, concludes the

document "for the spread of the Holy Gospel and the pros-
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pei-ity of oai- subjects" the king proceeds "to erect a general

company or united power of proprietors" of his realm and
such others as shall associate themselves with them and help

forward the work, promising to strengthen it with his succor

and assistance, founding and providing it with various privi-

leges which are therein fully detailed.

The charter was generously supported by subscriptions from

persons of every rank, and the project was carried forward

with the utmost zeal. In the following year it had attained

to such a state of readiness that the historian Campanius and
other early authorities afifirrathat the expedition actually sail-

ed at that time and was captured by a Spanish fleet. But
there is no record or other evidence to support this statement,

and there is no room to doubt that all further exertions for the

movement were suddenly suspended by the imperative and ex-

haustive preparations for the great Thirty Years War into

which Sweden was about to throw her whole resources.

To share in that prolonged conflict Gustavus Adolphus em-

barked with his small army in June, 1630, and by the valor of

that army with his own masterly leadership amazed the world

with an unparalleled series of victories against the ablest

generals and best troops of Europe. But amid all these stir-

ring events—absorbed with affairs which would have wholly

engrossed an ordinary mind—gaining such applauded tri-

umphs as would have turned the head of a le^s exalted victor

Gustavus Adolphus never lost sight of his cherished purpose

to plant a Swedish colony in the New World. In November,

1632, on the eve of the great battle of Lutzen, in Germany,

where he lost his life, the great king, as with a solemn premo-

nition of his speedy end, again urged with much earnestness

that the scheme for Swedish colonization be renewed and con-

summated as soon as the exigencies of the war should permit.

The last wishes of the king thus expressed were more than

sacred in the hearts of his people; and accordingly in April

of the following year Minister Oxenstiern published the un-

signed proclamation of Gustavus Adolphus for the Swedish

Emigration Company. No formal command could have been

more imperatively binding upon his devoted subjects than the
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mute patlios of their dead kiug\s unlinisbed plans, and the

suspended preparations for the expedition were at once re-

snnied with new vigor. But the prochiniation was followed on

the twenty-sixth of the ensuing June by a published address

assigning reasons for delay. This was found to be necessary by

unexi)ected and unavoidable hindrances connected with the

great war which continued its exhaustive demands many years

longer Indeed such were the waste and dire exactions of that

fearful struggle that more than four years elapsed before it

was found practicable to complete adequate prepaiations for

the enterprise.

But at length all matters being in readiness the expedition

sailed. It consisted of the "Key of Calmar" an armed ship,

and a transport sloop or ship of smaller size called the "Bird

Grip" or "Griffin" both under command of Peter Minuit.

When they left Sweden its receding shores were white and cold

in their wintry vestments; when they caught sight of the New
AVorld its shores were smiling and fragrant with the breath of

an early spring. Entering the Bay of Delaware and coastijig

its westerly shore the immigrants were welcomed to their new

home by budding leaves, warbling birds and all the balmy

allurements of the glad spring-time. Coming from the wintry

shores of the fatherland M'ith eyes long wearied with tlie for-

lorn sameness of the ocean the glowing picture must liave

been indescribably winsome and refreshing to the gazing pil-

grims; and as they exchanged the confinement and sickening

odors of the ship for the freedom and verdurous scents of their

first landing place, they hailed their deliverance with such ex-

uberant hearts that we can not wonder at their naming the

place "Paradise Point." Thence after a brief stay they pro-

ceeded up between the slowly narrowing shores of bay and

river until they reached the mouth of the Suspecough or

Minquas creek, to which Minuit first gave the name of Ell)e,

and subsequently changed to that of Christina in lionorof the

Swedish queen. Turning into this stream they pushed up its

crooked channel through low marshy levels toward the wester-

ly highlands beyond. Going thus about two English miles

they reached a little rocky promontory which thrust its bold
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front into the stream with a border of deep morass on one side

and a little sheltered harbor on the other. Minuit was quick

to perceive the advantages of the spot. It was the dwelling

place of the Indian Chief Metasiraent or Mattahoorn from
whom Minuit at once purchased the site, together with six

acres of adjacent mainland on which to plant their little vil-

lage of Christinehamn. Upon this narrow peninsula Minuit
landed his colonists and his supplies, and near its rocky front

he built Christina Skauts or Fort Christina, a small enclosure

of palisades in the general form of a square, within which were
erected two log houses for barracks and storage, and later, a

chapel in which Eev. Eeorus Torkillus who arrived in the next

expedition, held the first christian services on the Delaware.

Here, too, a few years later were held the first law courts on the

river; so that the little promontory which is within the pres-

ent boundaries of the city of Wilmington is distinguished at

once as the place of the first actual settlement, the place of first

military occupancy, of first christian worship and of the first

sessions of courts of justice of the first permanent settlement on

the Delaware; and it is claimed that no other equal area on

the continent is more replete with historical significance than a

spot thus early linked with four primal usages of civil society.

Neither the exact date of the departure of this first ex-

pedition nor of its arrival on the Christiana has ever been

ascertained; and until recent times even the year of its arrival

was quite uncertain. But late researches have disclosed con-

clusive evidence that the arrival of the first Swedish immi-

grants was in the spring of IG38, with the strong presumption

that the two vessels left Sweden late in 1637 or early in 1638.

The proof as to date of arrival is comprised in several concur-

rent records, the first of which is the action of William Kieft,

director of the Dutch Company at Manhattan (New York),

who in May, 1638, sent a formal protest to Peter Minuit against

the Swedish occupancy of the South or Delaware river as an

encroachment upon the prior rights of the Dutch; and this was

followed in July of the same year by a letter from the same

Director Kieft to the Company in Holland stating that "Min-
uit has built a fort near the Delaware five miles (Dutch) be-
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low our fort (Nassau now Gloucester a few miles below PLila-

delphia) and draws all the skins toward him by his lil)eral

gifts; he has departed with the two vessels he had with him,

leaving twenty-four men in the fort provided with all sorts of

merchandise and provisions and has put down posts on which

are the letters C. R. S." Later and more explicit testimony as to

date of arrival has been found in a letter of Jerome Hawley, sec-

retary of the Virginia Company, to Secretary Windebank ofthe

London Company, written from Jamestown under date of May
8, 1638, in which he states that since his last letter of March

20th, there had arrived there "a Dutch ship with a commis-

sion from the young Queen of Sweden and signed by eight of

the chief lords" of that kingdom, and that "the ship re-

mained here about ten days to refresh with wood and water,

during which time the master of said ship made known that

both himself and another ship of his company were bound for

Delaware Bay."

This ship it has been assumed was the Key of Calniar, carry-

ing Minuit and the first Swedish colonists to the Delaware

where it was thought they must have arrived about the middle

of April; but Prof. Odhner has quite recently shown by means

of a letter from Blommaert, a prominent actor in early Dutch

movements, that instead of being the Key of Calmar en route

to the Delaware, the vessel in question was the sloop Griffin,

which had already been to the Delaware with the Key of Calmar

and her immigrants, and had then been dispatched upon a

trading voyage to Virginia. Thus it would seem that not-

withstanding Secretary Hawley's report that the ships at

Jamestown late in March Mere at that time bound for Dela-

ware bay, the colonists had actually already planted them-

selves on the Christiana river; and this is moreover fully con-

firmed by the recent discovery in Sweden of an old document

showing that Minuit purchased land on the Delaware from an

Indian chief as early as March 29th, 1638. This with little

doubt was the purchase of the site of fort and village made by

Minuit upon his first arrival on the Christiana; and it fixes with

reasonable certainty upon the last week in March in the year

1638 as the proximate date of the event now celebrated.
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In addition to their lirst purchase on landing on the Chris-

tiana the Swedes, soon after their arrival, bought of the Indians

all the west side lands from Cape Henlopen to the Falls of

Trenton, to which they affixed national stakes and marks and
sent the deeds and proofs of title to Sweden for preservation

in the archives of Stockholm. They moreover claimed that

Charles I. had, in 1631, upon application of Minister Oxensteirn

relinquished to Sweden all English claims to territory on the

Delaware based on grounds of discovery, which, with the

purchase from the Indians, they averred, gave them exclusive

right to the west shore, as the Dutch with their shifting posts

for mere traffic had never acquiied any rights by actual settle-

ment. Whatever the truth or justice of such a claim, it is cer-

tain that the Swedes invariably recognized the prior rights of

the Indians, and by friendly purchase began that wise and
peaceful policy which William Penn afterward faithfully pur-

sued with such happy results to his followers as well as to his

own just renown.

Following the first Swedish expedition in 1638, various prep-

arations were made in the Fatherland for further emigration

to America. In 1610 a vessel named Fredenberg, Captain

Jacob Powelson, was dispatched from Holland under auspices

of Swedes atNykoping, laden with men, cattle and supplies for

settlement in New Sweden, and two other ventures of similar

character M'ere soon after provided with authority in blank

from the same source; while mention was repeated of the pros-

pect of other expeditions, and the promise of more vessels from

Gottenberg the next spring with more provisions and more

detailed instructions. In 1642 the famous John Printz was

appointed governor of New Sweden and set sail with his two

vessels, the Stork and Renown, upon his memorable voyage of

one hundred and fifty days which terminated by their final arri-

val at Fort Christina "by God's grace" on the fifteenth of Feb-

ruary, 1643. This Gov. Printz, who, it was reported "weighed

upwards of 400 i^ounds and drank three drinks at every meal,"

took possession of Tinicum island (below the mouth of the

Schuylkill) upon which he erected a fort and a large brick man-

sion wherehe lived instate, and exhibited a rather swaggering
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officiousuessinassertingSwedisb interests. Uponhis resiguatiou

and return to Sweden in 1653, Printz left the government in

temporary charge of his son-in-law, John Pappegoya, who
was succeeded by the contentious John Eisingh. This new
governor, upon his arrival in May, 1654, suddenly siezed- the

Dutch Fort Casimir atNew Amstel, now New Castle, and estab-

lished himself at Fort Christina. From here in his first letter

back he requested an official personage in Sweden ^^ to procure

for me a good wt/e." But the next year he won a different, if

lesser, distinction by his skilful audacity as a persistent negotia-

tor. For when Gov. Stuyvesaut made his memorable voyage

from New Amsterdam with his seven ships and nearly 700

troops to capture Fort Christina with its garrison of thirty

sick men, Gov. Eisingh kept the besiegers at bay for two whole

weeks by an obstreperous fire of bloodless diplomacy, solicit-

ing repeated parleys and pretending ignorance of the intentio7is

of the assailants to the very moment of final surrender.

The scene of this event which was the historic landing place

of the Swedes, has undergone a radical change in its appear-

ance. Originally a bold, rocky promontory, it was long used

as a quarry for building stone, a large portion of which went

toward the construction of the Delaware breakwater some
fifty years ago, while so much material has been taken from

the spot for various purposes, that the original hill has wholly

disappeared, and directly beneath its former apex is now a

pool of spring water. Yet the conformation of the narrow

highland and contiguous marshes can still be traced with rea-

sonable certainty.

Prior to their conquests on the Delaware the Dutch had at

various times, with odd inconsistency, complained that the

Swedes had grown prosperous by the ruin of the Dutch trade

with the Indians, and yet declared at the same time that the

Swedes were so discouraged with repeated failure that they

had fixed upon a certain day for their departure, which was

only prevented by new arrivals from Sweden. However this

was the Swedes were generally more disposed toward farming

and mechanism than trading, and it is certain that upon the

arrival of William Penn, in 1682, there were prosperous

5
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settlements of Swedes both upon the eastern shore of the

lower waters and upon the entire western banks from New
Castle to the falls of Trenton. Early Swedish settlers

held the original town sites of Wilmington, Marcus Hook,

Upland (now Chester), and Philadelphia. In all these places

a large proportion of the leading and best citizens of to-day

are descendants of the first Swedish settlers, some of whom
still retain their original names; but a far larger number,

through intermarriages and the inevitable changes of time

and orthography, have sunk their Swedish identity under

mixed and strange names.

Most of the land upon which Wilmington stands was first

granted by Col. Francis Lovelace, governor general of the

Duke of York's territories, to two original settlers named
Tymen Stidham and John Anderson. The latter was a Swede
who according to tradition came to America as cook in a

Dutch ship. He wore a woolen cap, which during the voyage

was so constantly used in lieu of a towel that it became satu-

rated with grease, and by constant handling acquired a shin-

ing surface resembling polished steel. Hence the sailors

nick-named him Staelkappe or Staelcop, by which he was

ever after known. The original site of Upland, now Chester,

was held by a Swedish settler named Kyn, who was the di-

rect ancestor of Prof. Gregory B. Keen, the scholarly antiqua-

rian who to-day sends you a cordial letter of congratulation;

while part of the ground upon which Philadelphia stands

was once the farm of three Swedish brothers named Swensou,

for whom one of the city streets was named. In exchange for

the surrendered farm the Swenson brothers received from Wil-

liam Penn a larger grant on the higher bank of the Schuylkill.

Although under the successive rule of the Dutch ai^d

English there was an increased intermingling of nationalities,

the Swedes continued much discontented with repeated

annoyances and curtailments of their ancient rights by their

inimical rulers, and accordingly they hailed the news of the

great grant of territory to William Penn as a promise of

deliverance. Upon Penn's arrival in 1682 the Swedes gave

him a cordial reception and as a (Ztsimci^eqpte deputed Captain
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Lasse Cock to address the proprietor in their behalf. He
assured Penu that they would love, serve and obey him with

all they possessed, declaring "that the day of this meeting was
the best day they had ever seen." In return the friendly

governor assured them of his warm interest in their welfare,

which he confirmed by voUiuteering to supply himself, some
of the books of their church service and to intercede in their

behalf with the Swedish embassy in London. It was partially

through his influence thus exerted that there began to be a

revival of attention by the Swedish government to that

distant colony whose existence had been almost forgotten.

But the prime mover in the practical renewal of home
interest was a comparatively new comer, Charles Springer,

who, upon his release from a term of enforced servitude in

Virginia, joined his countrymen in Christina and became an
active and useful manager of their affairs. Upon a petition

written by him three clergymen were sent over with ample
supplies for their religious needs, one of whom, Eev. Eric

Biorck, at once took measures for building a house of wor-

ship and by zealous exertions, with the active aid of Mr.

Springer, carried to completion that simply tasteful edifice

to-day known as the "old Swedes' church," which, built in

1698, continues a venerable and treasured relic of that

primitive era of small things out of which have been evolved

the proud results of to day. It must not however be inferred

thatso pious apeoi^le as the first Swedish pilgrimshad remained

for sixty years without a place of worship; for besides the

chapel first built within the walls of fort Christina they had
erected a log church in 1667 at Crane-hook, near the shore of

the Delaware, about half a mile below the mouth of the Chris-

tiana. But aside from its perishable materials this edifice

stood in an unfavorable situation and suffered increasing

neglect; so that the people contributed with cheerful alacrity

to the erection of that stone church which still stands a me-
mento of the pious and affectionate zeal of the early Swedes.

It was built upon ground which had long before been used as

a place of interment. About it lie the remains of many of

the adventurers from Fatherland, who in faith and hope first
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set foot upon the soil of the ISTew World, and there sleep suc-

cessive generations of their descendants down to the present

day. The site was donated by the Swedish settler Anderson
or Staelcop before referred to, or by his son John, who was

one of the active supj)orters of the church and a signer of the

contract for the construction of its new edifice. This con-

tract was executed on the nineteenth of May, 1698, and the

completed building was formally dedicated on Trinity Sun-

day in 1699, when Rev. Mr. Rudman, who ofQ.ciated, took for

his text Psalm cxxvi-3. '

' The Lord hath done great things

for us; whereof we are glad."

This now ancient structure stands but a few rods from the

original landing place of the Swedes on the Christiana. Be-

tween the two pass more than hourly trains of cars, and all

about are the kindling sounds and latest forms of busy in-

dustry. There in vivid juxtaposition is seen an eloquent

representation of the Old and the ^ew, and perhaps nowhere

else in the New World is the contrast presented with more
pathetic and impressive significance.

And now it can hardly be necessary to conclude with a

reference to the genius or capacity of a people who, to say

nothing of their old heroic age, have produced a Vasa dynasty

of soldiers and statesmen, have afforded an Oxenstiern to wise

diplomacy, have given a Linneas to botany, a Berzelius to

chemistry, a Bellman and a Tegner to poetry, a Swedenborg

to religious science and philosophy, an Ericsson to inven-

tion, a Fredricka Bremer to fiction, a Jenny Liud and a

Nilsson to enchanting song. It is enough to know that they

have contributed their full share to whatever in human
concernment has enhanced the glory and happiness of man-

kind. In their blue eyes and sunny hair not less than in

their strong physique and the calm sincerity of their man-
ners, we recognize the characteristics of that sturdy race

from which our Eaglish-American people have so largely

descended. No other foreign born residents so quickly

acquire our language or so readily conform to our customs

and institutions. Their hatred of oppression is a tradition

earlier than their oldest annals as well as the burden
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of their authentic history. With them love of liberty and
sympathy with popular institutions have the truth and quick-

ness of instinct. The descendants of those first Swedish

colonists on the Delaware to-day honorably fill every position

in the walks of industry, art and learning, and as there can be

no better element in our composite population, we may
welcome new acquisitions from the Swedish fatherland with

every assurance that they will still better acquit themselves

in the grand possibilities of the future.
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EECEIPT FOE THE MONEY BW^T TO SWEDEN.

Minneapolis, Minn., 8 Nov. 1888.

H. H.
Rektor J. Berggken,

Sundsvall, Sverige.

Svenslcame i Minneapolis, Minn., firacle sistlidne 14 September

en fest till minne af den tva, hundra femtionde arsdagen af sven-

skarnes ankomst till Amerika. Vid sagde fest gjordes en insamling

till forman for de brandskadade i Sundsvall, Umea och Lilla Edet.

Sasom ett resultat af denna insamling hafva vi harmed nojet innesluta

en vexel fran "Swedish American Bank" till eder pa en summa af

3,100 kronor, och ar det fest-kommitteens onskan, att dessa penningar

fordelas lika mellan de tre niimnde stadernas brandskadade.

Med hogaktning

H. MATTSON,
fest-komm. ordforande.

Carl J. Petri, Sekt.

Till Svenskarne i Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Med dagens post hafva vi haft formanen fran Eder mottaga Kro-

nor 3,100, insamlade vid Eder fest a 250de arsdagen af Svenskarnes

forsta bosattning i Amerika, af hvilket l)elopp, enligt foreskrift, % i

dag afsaudts till Umea och samtidigt lika stortbelopp till Lilla Edet;

och anhalla vi att jamte qvitto a for Sundsvall afsedda beloppet fa, a

de branskadades vSgnar, framfora var innerligaste tacksamhet for

det adelmodiga deltagande, som funnit sitt uttryck i denna broder-

ligt frikostiga gafva.

Sundsvall, den 26 Nov., 1888.

Med djupaste aktning och tacksamhet.

For Nodhjelpskommitteen, Sundsvall,

J. BERGGREN.
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